
T ry not to blink; 2022 has 
been passing by 

relatively quickly! I'd like to 
personally thank all of you 
for your continued support 
and dedication to the Club.  

The month of May is here. 
Our Board of Directors has 
the summer off, and NFNC is 
making the seasonal switch 
from virtual speaker 
presentations to hosting our 
in-person weekly Wednesday Evening 
Walks. 

Our Walks 
are a great 
way to 
embrace the 
natural 
world and 
explore 
Niagara's 
unique 
biodiversity 
together. 
Perhaps one 
of our 

scheduled locations is a favourite spot or a 
place you've wanted to wander leisurely. 
At least it's true, and there's always 
something to admire along the trails.  

Have you noticed new 
arrivals of wildlife in your 
area?  

Many species have already 
welcomed their littles into 
this world. Birds, foxes, 
raccoons and squirrels, to 
name a few, are working 
hard to raise their young. If 
you're lucky to be in the 
right spot at the right 
moment, you may be 

rewarded with an incredible wildlife 
encounter. 

Please remember to observe wildlife from 
a safe distance and do not disturb them.  

Lastly, our email and Facebook page are 
checked frequently. We encourage you to 
contact us! We would love to share your 
interesting flora & fauna sightings and 
stories.  

I feel we will bump into each other while 
strolling through natural areas across the 
beautiful Niagara Peninsula. So have fun 
exploring this summer! 

Lisa  

R.W. Sheppard Award Presented      by Joyce Sankey 

W in Laar spoke the following words at 
the presentation of the 

R.W. Sheppard for 2020 to 
Marcie Jacklin on April 11, 
2022, at Waverly Woods Park: 

“Presentation of R. W. 
Sheppard Award for 2020 to 
Marcie Jacklin. 

Niagara Falls Nature Club 
welcomes you all here today for 
a very special occasion, one 
that was originally planned for 
April 2020. 

Today we present an award 

named after R. W. Sheppard, an 
internationally known 
naturalist, rather like our 
honoree today, and the first 
Honorary President of the 
Niagara Falls Nature Club. This 
award recognizes and honours 
an individual for a contribution 
to the Niagara Community 
through conservation, education 
or research in the field of 
nature.   

In 2020 our board decided that 
a most worthy recipient would 
be Marcie Jacklin. 

Welcome New Members 

• Heather Carrey 
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Meetings at a Glance 

All meetings for the foreseeable 
future will take place on Zoom.  
Meeting codes are e-mailed to 
club members just prior to the 
meeting and meetings start at 7 
p.m. 
 

• June 8 ~ Queenston Picnic - 
Bring your own picnic and 
social distance according 
to your comfort level in 
the pavilion,  followed by 
a walk on The Bruce Trail. 

• Meetings will resume in 
September but join us on a 
Wednesday Walk this 
summer! 

ISSN: 0829-1241 

Outings at a Glance 

Our Wednesday Walks have 
resumed for the summer of 
2022! Check on our website, 
Facebook page or page 5 of this 
newsletter for the schedule. 

• Registration is required 
through Eventbrite. The 
number of people allowed 
on the walks will be 
limited, and will vary 
depending on the venue. 

• Release of Liability 
Waivers are required to be 
filled out for each person 
once per year.  They can 
be found on the 
Membership tab of our 
webpage and can be 
submitted electronically 
or printed, brought to the 
walk and given to the 
leader. 

• We look forward to having 
you join us for a walk! 

Spread the word! We’d love to 
have your friends and family 
join us too. 

Marcie proudly shows her 
award.     © Debbie Wright 

Killdeer.                   © Lisa Bacon 

Canada Goose and goslings.         
© Lisa Bacon 

http://niagarafallsnatureclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/niagarafallsnatureclub
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I t is discouraging when we hear politicians talk about 
solving the housing affordability problem by allowing 

subdivisions to be built with less public participation in 
the process.  The frontier ethic of land planning assumes 
an unlimited supply of resources that can support 
continued growth indefinitely.  It is entirely 
anthropocentric.  Although this ethic is human-centered, 
it does not take into account the need for people to 
connect with nature. 

Housing affordability is being 
talked about at all levels of 
government, and this is the time 
to join in the conversation.  The 
Ontario government had a task 
force issue a report (NFNC 
comments on this are on our 
website).  Cities and towns in 
Niagara are now considering 
updating their official plans to 
take on housing affordability. 

It will take time to solve this 
problem, but wise land-use 
planning is essential.  We need to 
intensify in already serviced 

areas; we need to redevelop underutilized commercial 
and governmental buildings as residential.  We need 
better housing with supportive staff for the chronically 
homeless.  We need much more rental housing with rents 
those with less than average income can afford.  We 
need to consider tax breaks for developers building 
geared to income housing.  We need inclusionary zoning 
in our urban areas. 

We need to build up, not 
necessarily sky-scrapers, but 4 to 
6 storeys.  To ensure access to 
outdoor space, each group of 
apartments can have a natural or 
garden area for people to walk in, 
which is protected from being 
converted to another building or 
parking. 

We can protect residents of our 
cities and towns from the perils of 
inadequate housing while also 
protecting remaining habitats for 
wildlife.  With smart planning, it 
is both possible and essential to 
do both.  

Marcie’s thirty-plus year passion for birding has led to 
her giving presentations to numerous nature clubs, as 
well as several libraries and service clubs, and to leading 
many bird-watching walks. She served as the compiler for 
many years for the St Catharines Christmas Bird Count 
and then for the international Niagara Falls Christmas 
Bird Count. In addition, she has served as director for the 
Buffalo Ornithological Society and the Ontario Field 
Ornithologists, as well as monitoring Important Bird 
Areas. 

She helped with Niagara’s 
Natural Areas Inventories and 
wrote four chapters in Niagara 
Birds, edited by John Black and 
Kayo Roy. She studied the 
wellness of residents in a 
nursing home after bird feeders 
were installed. 

Marcie is currently Chair of the 
Niagara Birding Conservation 
and Tourism Collaborative, 
which is hoping to improve 
conditions for birds and birders 
visiting Niagara. She was 
instrumental in the creation of 
North America’s only binational 
birding festival, Birds on the 
Niagara. She is a knowledgeable 
and determined advocate for 
good governance and for the 
protection of remaining natural 
areas in Niagara. She is proud to be one of the founding 
members and President of Community Voices of Fort 
Erie, an incorporated group working to protect Fort 
Erie’s critical natural and historical resources for the 
benefit of current and future residents and visitors to 

Fort Erie, in particular, Waverly Woods, the jewel 
adjacent to us here today. 

Perhaps most importantly, Marcie is a community 
resource, always willing to assist with bird identification 
and advice for novices and extreme birders, and one of 
the friendliest and most approachable persons we know. 

Please join me in showing our respect and appreciation 
to Marcie Jacklin.” 

Members from the Niagara Falls 
Nature Club, the Bert Miller 
Nature Club and Community 
Voices of Fort Erie joined in 
celebrating with Marcie. Wayne 
Redekop, Mayor of Fort Erie, 
came out to congratulate 
Marcie. April Jeffs, Niagara 
Parks Chair, offered 
congratulations and extended 
congratulations from Niagara MP 
Tony Baldinelli.  Tom Insinna, 
Regional Councillor from Fort 
Erie, also congratulated Marcie. 
We had a beautiful day for the 
presentation. Even the rain 
which had been predicted held 
off in honour of this special day 
to honour Marcie. 

Affordable Housing and Protecting Natural Assets - We Can Do Both    
               by Joyce Sankey 
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This vulture seems to be over-reaching, but all Earth's 
creatures need a home.                           © Joyce Sankey 

Thank you to everyone who attended the presentation.                         
© Debbie Wright 
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Hidden Corners: Tropical North Queensland                       by Lisa Bacon 

O wen Bjorgan earned a BSc in 
Biodiversity, works as an Outdoor 

Educator with the District School Board of 
Niagara, serves on the NOTL Environmental 
Committee and leads hiking tours across 
Niagara with Owen's Hiking Adventures. He 
gave our Club an interesting virtual 
presentation at our February meeting. 

Owen created a nature documentary titled 
"Hidden Corners: Tropical North 
Queensland." He explored Mount Thornton – the world's 
oldest rainforest at 130 MILLION years old, and a portion 
of the Great Barrier Reef in the Coral Sea. 

A variety of species call this 
small, less than 1% of 
landmass home. Blue 
Crayfish, Boyd's Forest 
Dragon, particular beetle 
and Tree Frog species are 
endemic – and only found 
here out of the entire world.  
The Boyd's Forest Dragon is 
a unique endemic reptile in 
Mount Thornton dating back 

to the Jurassic region. This reptile does not need to 
bathe in the sun for its energy, as it lets its body change 
with surrounding temperatures and doesn't need to seek 

out any heat. Surprisingly, this species is 
also diurnal, more active in the daytime. 

Another species left uninterrupted after 
millions of years in the Mossman Gorge is 
the Green-eyed Tree Frog. Owen was able 
to have a close encounter with one, sharing 
a photograph he took of this species. 

Taking a laptop and microphone deep into 
the rainforest enabled Owen to record 

various sounds of nature for hours at a time. This was 
important to capture, as some species can be quite 
elusive. The sounds of nature are also relaxing and 
healing for humans.  

Can you believe there is a 
parallel between the 
Carolinian Forest of 
Southern Ontario and the 
dense Tropical Rainforest of 
Queensland, Australia? In 
both these places, the 
species richness takes up 
less than 1% of the 
landmass. 

Thank you, Owen, for a fascinating virtual presentation 
from high in the rainforest to the Coral Sea in 
Queensland, Australia.  

The Wolf Talk                                                    by Lorraine Brown-Joyce 

A t our March virtual meeting, we welcomed Dave 
Taylor. Dave is a wildlife photographer and author of 

over forty books, over 100 e-books and magazine articles 
on wildlife ecology. He focuses on producing educational 
videos and material about wildlife for the public and 
school curriculums. He has travelled throughout the 
world, capturing nature with his camera and frequently 
visits Tanzania, where he guides wildlife safaris. After 
teaching Science and Geography for more than thirty 
years, and Nature Photography for over 25 years, Dave 
recently retired from The Riverwood Conservancy in 
Mississauga, ON, as the Educational Program Director. He 
frequently speaks to local naturalist clubs and other 
organizations with a keen interest in nature. He has 
written about wolves in his book Predators of North 
America, and its close relative, the coyote, is featured in 
his upcoming book on ice age survivors. Dave has been 
fortunate enough to observe wolves in the wild on 
several occasions and draws on these experiences and 
extensive research. 

Wolves and coyotes in North America have undergone 
several evolutionary changes over the last three million 
years. Ancestral coyotes were much smaller than the 
coyotes at the end of the last ice age. Coyote (Southern 

race) was more 
significant than the 
Coyote (Western race), 
and both were smaller 
than the Coyote (Eastern 
race). The Eastern or 
Algonquin Wolf (resulting 
from the hybridization 
between the Gray Wolf 
and Coyote thousands of 
years ago) is smaller than 
the Gray Wolf but larger 

than Coyotes. Both wolves are much smaller than the 
Dire Wolf (extinct). 

There are four living 
subspecies of wolves in 
North America. The 
Arctic Wolf, Gray Wolf, 
Pacific Wolf and  
Mexican Wolf. They are 
all part of the species 
Canis lupus. Wolves 
7,000 years ago shared 
a range that 
overlapped with the coyote on the central plains of North 
America. In the family tree of wolves, they are closely 
related to the domestic dog and not so closely related to 

coyotes. North 
America’s wild dogs 
include four species of 
foxes (Arctic, Grey, 
Kit/Swift, and Red) and 
four species of the wolf 
family (Eastern/
Algonquin, Red, and 
Gray (Arctic, Pacific, 
Mexican) and the 
Coyote (Eastern and 
Western). 

The story of wolves is highly complex and can be learned 
about in detail from Dave’s new book that will be 
available this fall. The family that would lead to wolves 
began as a North American species, and some of the 
members of that dog-like family crossed the Bering Strait 
land bridge and moved into Asia 3 million years ago. They 
would become the animal we know as the Gray Wolf. 
While in Asia, they expanded their range into Europe, 

Algonquin Wolf.               © Dave Taylor 

Gray Wolf                   © Dave Taylor 

                           © Owen Bjorgan  

                           © Owen Bjorgan                             © Owen Bjorgan  

Pacific Wolf                    © Dave Taylor  
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Africa and Alaska and moved back into what would 
become North America about 400,000 to 1 million years 
ago. Three other species of the “wolf clan” still lived in 
North America (Coyote, Algonquin Wolf 
and Red Wolf). By 20,000 years ago, the 
Gray Wolf was well established in North 
America. Wolves have adapted to take 
large prey (Moose, Bison, Muskox, Elk, 
Black Bear, and Mule Deer). They can 
take on the big game because of their 
size, and they hunt in packs. Four wolves 
can take down an elk; four coyotes 
cannot. Wolves and Coyotes overlap in 
taking White-tailed Deer, Elk calves, 
Mule Deer fawns and Bison calves, while 
Coyotes mainly eat ground squirrels, small mammals, 
rabbits and hares, Pronghorn calves, birds, cats, dogs and 
vegetation. 

The average life span of coyotes and wolves is five to ten 
years. If they make it past five, they are doing well. Most 
die young. Reasons for their mortality include the 
variation of prey numbers causing seasonal deaths due to 
lack of food, diseases (mange, distemper, heartworm, 
rabies), accidents, interspecies competition with bears, 
cougars etc. The two most significant causes of wolf and 
coyote mortality are intraspecies predation and human 
activity. If there is a high density of wolves, they will kill 
other wolves and likewise with coyotes. Human activity 
includes car collisions, removal/control and hunting/
trapping. 

Gray Wolves are threatened in parts of their range. 
Worldwide, there are between 200,000 and 250,000 
wolves. Canada is home to about 50,000, Alaska between 
7,000 -12,000 and approximately 6,000 in the continental 
USA (2,000 in the Northern Rockies and 4,000 in the 
Western Great Lakes states). 

The Pacific Gray Wolf lives on the Pacific Islands of the 
West Coast and is very dark-coloured. They are excellent 
swimmers and prey on mainly Black Bears. They will also 
eat deer, salmon, and sea life, including clams. The 
Arctic Wolf is primarily white and found above the 
northern tree line in the Arctic tundra of North America 
and Greenland. It feeds mainly on caribou, re-introduced 
muskox and Dahl Sheep when they come down from the 
mountains. Its status is “least concern.” The endangered 

Mexican Wolf is a bit lighter coloured than our wolf and 
exists due mainly to Ted Turner re-introducing them on 
his large ranchland. They are native to southeastern 

Arizona and northern Mexico. The Red 
Wolf is critically endangered. As of 
October 2021, only eight Red Wolves are 
known to remain in the wild, and 223 
wolves live at forty-nine conservation 
partners (as of February 2022). The 
status of the Algonquin or Eastern Wolf is 
threatened, and hunting coyotes around 
Algonquin Park is not permitted because 
a wolf could be shot. They prey on White
-tail Deer and Moose. 

As far as cross-breeding goes, Coyote x Gray Wolf is 
unlikely in normal circumstances due to the genetic 
differences and size working against it, but it could 
happen if the numbers are down in one species. Coyote x 
Red or Algonquin Wolf is very likely. Genetics and size 
favour this, resulting in a larger, more wolf-like coyote in 
the East (Brush Wolf). Coyote x Dog is unlikely due to 
genetic differences and size working against it. However, 
it does happen, and the results are called a Coy-Dog. 

Yellowstone’s wolves were extirpated from the park in 
1925 and re-introduced with wolves from Canada in 1994 
- 1997. With this re-introduction came the new industry 
of Wolf Watching. With spotting scopes and cameras in 
hand, people gather to view the wolves in the wild. The 
number of wolves in the park fluctuates between 83 and 
108. It is one of the best places in the world to watch 
wolves “on the hunt.” They mainly prey on Elk but will 
also hunt smaller prey such as Meadow Voles. Trophic 
Cascade happens when a new predator is introduced or 
re-introduced, and the effect of that predator cascades 
down through the other species. With the arrival of the 
wolves, Yellowstone changed. Some species have 
increased, others decreased, but the ecosystem is now 
more balanced. 

Dave’s presentation was packed full of photos and 
information on wolves and coyotes, and it was gratifying. 
As our population grows, we must all learn to live 
together with nature. There is a place for everyone and 
everything in the ecosystem. 

Coyote and Wolf (rear).    © Dave Taylor 

The State of the Wainfleet Bog Ecosystem                      by Joyce Sankey  

A nne Yagi spoke to us at our April 2022 meeting from 
Boblo Island, where she has been studying the 

endangered Fox Snake. Anne worked as a 
biologist for the MNRF for many years. 
After retirement, she completed a 
Master’s degree at Brock University. She 
established and is president of 8Trees 
Inc., an environmental consulting business 
that works to restore degraded 
ecosystems and mentors young 
researchers in wildlife conservation 
methods. In the four years since 
retirement, Anne has been pulling 
research together on the Wainfleet Bog to 
develop an ecosystem approach to 
monitoring its hydrology. The Bog is a 
unique peatland, and she is producing a 
report for government agencies and hoping that they will 
do their part to carry the restoration forward. 

Anne reminded us of the importance of wetlands, 
especially headwater wetlands like the Bog. Peatlands 

lock carbon in because the environment is 
anaerobic and also plant-covered, making 
them important in carbon sequestering. 
However, a degraded peatland 
contributes significantly to greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Anne’s research interest is in wetland 
ecosystems, resident wildlife and how 
resident wildlife populations tolerate 
ecosystem-level changes. She studies 
reptiles because they provide this 
information as they complete their 
complex lifecycle.   

The Wainfleet Bog is the largest continuous wetland 
ecosystem in the Niagara Region at over 1500 ha. It has 

Great Spangled Fritillary butterflies.                     
© Joyce Sankey 
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existed for over 5000 years and has been nominated as a 
Canadian Key Biodiversity Area. It boasts eight snake 
species, four-five turtle species, two salamander species, 
eight frog and one toad species, and many mammal 
species. It is a migratory stopover for many bird species 
and boasts species at risk, such as the Whip-poor-will and 
Short-eared Owls. Massasauga Rattlesnakes and Eastern 
Ribbon snakes make the Bog their home, and they are 
isolated from other populations in Ontario. 

The Bog’s ecosystem has been threatened over the years 
through drainage and the pet trade. Soil mining removed 
enough of the peat to lose the dome and much of the 
seed bank. A municipal drain was moved into The Bog 
between 1935 and 1945 to dry up the soil for peat 
extraction. The municipality removes beaver dams in the 
drain, and this causes extreme changes in water levels. 
This has caused a decline in the survival of snakes and 
turtles and has led to wildfires. 

Anne and her team have been using assisted hibernation 
techniques involving an artificial burrow and placing 
them only in areas that provide a life zone to increase 
the survival of young rattlesnakes. They have achieved 
74% survival rates which will help ensure the populations 
do not go extinct. Unfortunately, this is not possible to 
do for turtles. 

Restoring the Wainfleet Bog needs to start with moving 
the section of the Biederman Drain that cuts into The 
Bog back into the farm fields. Consistent water levels 
will allow for removing some invasive species, safer 

hibernation zones for snakes and turtles, and sphagnum 
moss and other bog plant species to thrive. 

Anne Yagi has spoken to the nature club on topics such as 
snakes, frogs and toads, and 
White-tailed Deer. Anne 
showed a photo of an NFNC 
outing in 2004 to the Bog. 
We walked in lines across an 
area where there might have 
been Massasauga rattlers. 
We didn’t find any but found 
the experience fascinating. 
Then Anne took us to 
another part of the Bog 
where a rattler had been 
located by telemetry. We 
observed the snake while the 
late and very much missed 
Rob Tervo kept an eye on 
him, hooked stick ready. 
This snake clearly did not 
like Rob, which Anne 
explained was a good thing. 
This snake, I believe, was 
named Rocky, and it was a 
wonderful experience to meet him. 

This presentation left us with great appreciation for Anne 
and her team for all they are doing to restore such a 
wonderful and vitally needed habitat in Niagara. 

Nature Niagara News 

The State of the Wainfleet Bog Ecosystem     continued 

Wednesday Walks 2022 

Rocky, the Massasauga 
Rattlesnake from the NFNC 
outing in 2004.       © Jim Grassie 

O ur schedule of Wednesday Walks has already started, 
but here are the remaining dates that will bring us 

up to our Fall meetings. Join us as we get out in the 
nature of Niagara to enjoy the flora and fauna. The 
walks are rated from (1) to (10); 1 is easy and 10 is 
strenuous.  

All walks start at 7:00 p.m., except June 8. In case of 
rain, walks may be cancelled. Longs sleeves and insect 
repellant are highly recommended. Please refrain from 
smoking or vaping on the trails and please leave your dog 
at home. Walk leaders are as noted and questions can be 
sent to:  niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com. 

May 25 ~ Outlet Collection Ponds (1) ~ Visit  the water 
collection ponds behind The Outlet Collection Mall for 
shorebirds, ducks and herons. Take Taylor Road to Bass 
Pro Shop entrance, follow the road and park in the back 
of Parking Lot 1A. 300 Taylor Road, NOTL. ~ MICHELLE 
STRANGES 

June 1 ~ Shorthills Wiley Road (3) ~ Look for butterflies 
and bluebirds along an old farm road. In St. Catharines 
go west on Decew Rd. then turn south (left) onto 
Cataract Rd., then west (right) onto Wiley Rd. to the 
parking lot. ~ CAROL HORVAT  

June 8, 6:00 p.m. ~ Queenston Heights (2) ~ Bring your 
own picnic to the pavilion and choose your comfort level 
for seating.  Followed by a walk along the Bruce trail. 
Paid parking. ~ WIN LAAR    

June 15 ~ Louth Conservation Area (9) ~ This walk 
along the escarpment is rough but has many interesting 
shrubs and ferns. Meet at Rockway Community Centre, 

2021 Pelham Rd (Regional Road 69), Lincoln. ~ LISA 
BACON 

June 22 ~ Locust Grove (7) ~ We’ll look for black and 
turkey vultures over the river, and huge black walnut 
trees down the slope. Locust Grove is on the Niagara 
Parkway just south of the roundabout east of Brock’s 
monument. ~ DEBBIE WRIGHT & WIN LAAR    

June 29 ~ Niagara College (Glendale campus) (2) ~ On 
the Wetland Ridge Trail, we’ll find marsh birds, turtles 
and frogs.  Meet at Niagara College, 135 Taylor Rd., 
NOTL, at the south-east corner of the parking lot near 
the barn. ~ RHONDA ARMSTRONG with DEBBIE WRIGHT  

July 6 ~ St. John’s Conservation Area (6) ~ Many 
different flowers, ferns, trees, and shrubs are found 
here.  In Fonthill go north on Barron Rd from intersection 
with Hollow Rd. Park outside the gates. ~ MISSY ACKER    

July 13 ~ Firemen’s Park (6) ~ This area has an 
abundance of trees and flowers.  Meet in the parking lot 
at the north end of Dorchester Rd. just over the tracks.  
~  MISSY ACKER    

July 20 ~ Merritt Island (2) ~ We’ll look for birds along 
the Welland River & Recreational Canal. Leisurely 4km 
walk. Take HWY 406 S to East Main St. Continue on East 
Main St. Turn RIGHT on King Street (stoplight at the old 
lift bridge) continue and keep left to continue to Merritt 
Island. Park for free also at Welland Library. ~ LISA 
BACON 

July 27 ~ Wainfleet Wetlands & Quarry Conservation 
Area (4) ~ Come explore birds, insects and fossils along 

mailto:niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com?subject=Wednesday%20Walk%20Question


About Us 

The Niagara Falls Nature Club is an affiliate club of Ontario 
Nature. Non-members are invited to try out club programs 
to learn about meetings, walks or outings. Should you wish 
to continue your involvement, please become a member.  

Regular meetings with guest speakers are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month from September - May.  
During COVID-19 restrictions meetings will be via Zoom, 
with a link sent to members prior to each meeting. 

Memberships are due January 1st and cover a calendar year, 
January 1st - December 31st. The cost is $15 for students, 
$25 for a single membership or $35 for a family. 
Membership forms are available on our web site and 
cheques can be mailed to our P.O. Box. If you’d rather pay 
by cash, e-mail us for drop -off locations. E-transfer is also 
available. 

PO Box 901 
Niagara Falls, ON 
L2E 6V8 

Niagara Falls Nature Club 

www.niagarafallsnatureclub.org 
 

Email: niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com 

Wednesday Walks 2022      continued 

Nature Niagara News, newsletter of the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club is published four times per year (February, May, August 
and November).  Submissions for the next issue are due by 
the end of the month prior to publication.  
 
Club members are encouraged to send in  articles, photos, 
stories, observations and outing reviews to 
nfncnewsletter@gmail.com. Material accepted may be 
edited and will be used subject to space allowances. 
 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Niagara 
Falls Nature Club or the Editor. 
 
Thank you to all the members who make time to contribute 
to make a great newsletter! 
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the scenic quarry trail. Take ON-3 W turn right on Quarry 
Road. 10638 Quarry Road, Port Colborne. LISA BACON       

August 3 ~ Malcolmson Eco-Park (2) ~ Many native 
wildflowers and grasses are here.  In St Catharines go to 
north end of Niagara St. at Lakeshore Rd, in parking lot. ~ 
FRIENDS OF MALCOLMSON ECO-PARK   

August 10 ~ Shagbark Nature Park (7) ~ We’ll explore 
some of the trails through this park maintained by BMNC. 
From corner of Dominion Rd. & Burleigh Rd. in Fort Erie 
turn north on Burleigh.  Parking lot after 1st house on 
left. ~ DAWN PIERRYNOWSKI     

August 17 ~ Mel Swart Lake Gibson Conservation Park 
(2) ~ We’ll look for flora and fauna along a boardwalk 
overlooking Lake Gibson in Thorold.  On Decew Road, 
north of Beaverdams Road ~ LISA BACON    

August 24 ~ Dufferin Islands (2) ~ Late summer surprises 
are to be found here.  Meet in last parking lot.  6345 
Dufferin Isle Rd., (Niagara Pkwy) Niagara Falls. Paid 
parking.  ~ JOYCE SANKEY    

August 31 ~ NPC Legacy Gardens (1) ~ Explore prairie 
plants beside the Butterfly Conservatory at 2565 Niagara 
Pkwy. Meet in front of the Butterfly Conservatory. Paid 
parking.  ~ JOYCE SANKEY   

In Closing... 

H ow can you help your Niagara Falls Nature Club? By 
volunteering! We are looking for club members who 

would be willing to lead a walk or write articles for the 
newsletter or join the board. We are always open to 
suggestions. 

Are you knowledgeable or passionate about a location or 
particular flora or fauna, or have you found a hidden gem 

in Niagara that you’d like to share with other club 
members? Let us know!  

Do you enjoy writing? Would you consider writing about 
walks we have been on or speakers we have had at a 
meeting for our quarterly newsletter? Maybe you’ve had 
an encounter with nature you’d like to share with our 
members. Also, if the speaker agrees to be recorded for 
our Zoom meetings, it can be used as a reference in 
writing your article.  

Email the club or me at the email addresses at the top of 
this page if you think any of these opportunities are for 
you. We’d love to have new volunteers to help out! 

mailto:nfncnewsletter@gmail.com

