
S everal years ago, I 
planted a single Purple 

flowering raspberry (Rubus 
odoratus). One of my 
favourite species for 
restoration, it has since 
spread its roots through the 
soil and readily sprouted new 
stems, attracting diverse 
pollinators with large, 
attractive pink blossoms. 
The growth of our nature 
club can propagate similarly, 
expanding on years of effort from 
dedicated naturalists in Niagara to spread 

the story of 
their 
outstanding 
work and 
reach a 
broad 
audience 
interested in 
natural 
history and 
habitat 
protection.  
 
By mentoring 

others in a fertile and supportive 
environment, we hope to grow our support 
base with engaged members, volunteers, 
and club leaders. With the election of our 
enthusiastic new President, Lisa Bacon, at 

our February AGM, it’s a 
great time to think ahead to 
our direction and goals for 
the future. I invite each club 
member to consider how 
they would like to learn in 
the year ahead and share 
their passions with others 
through actions as simple as 
sharing a Facebook post, 
leading a walk or writing 
letters - there is a niche for 
each one of us. I also 

encourage every club member to consider 
putting forward their name for a 
leadership role - we need you! 
 
On a personal note, as I end my fourth 
year as President, I realize how very much 
I have learned along the way from my club 
mentors. I am forever grateful for your 
support and patience as I developed my 
public speaking, chairing, and writing 
skills.  As I move to the Past-President 
role, I look back at the past four years 
with a sense of pride in how we evolved as 
a club - it has been a rewarding journey. 
My deepest thanks to all club members - 
your kindness, dedication and passion are 
inspiring and will continue to bolster our 
club in the years ahead. 
 
Kerry 

Niagara’s Official Plan                          by Joyce Sankey 

T he updated Niagara 
Official Plan is vitally 

important as it will identify 
how Niagara uses its available 
land. Where will growth 
happen? Will there be enough 
housing that local people in 
Niagara can afford? Will 
Niagara’s natural 
environment be protected 
and connected?   

Become involved. You can 
register for open houses, view past open 
houses and the draft plan so far, and 
submit comments at https://
www.niagararegion.ca/official-plan.    

It was the work of many who 
care about the environment - 
speaking out, writing and 
making calls to their council 
members - which led to the 
Region adopting option 3C for 
the Natural Heritage System. 
This will extend the system 
into the settlement areas 
where most of us live. We 
hope that this will mean 
adequate buffers around 
natural features, leaving 

more areas natural and establishing more 
connections between these areas and 
features so that wildlife can move and 
survive. Those of us who deeply care 
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Meetings at a Glance 

All meetings for the 
foreseeable future will take 
place on Zoom.  Meeting codes 
are e-mailed to club members 
just prior to the meeting and 
meetings start at 7 p.m. 
 

• March 9th ~ Dave Taylor - 
Wolves 

• April 13th ~ Anne Yagi - TBA 

• May 11th ~ Leila Paugh - Polar 
Bears and Penguins - North 
of 60 and South of -60 in 
Six Months  

• June 8th ~ Queenston Potluck 
- Hopefully we can meet 
for potluck once again. 
TBD closer to June. 

ISSN: 0829-1241 

Outings at a Glance 

• Due to the current 
conditions, no outings are 
currently scheduled. 

• Please watch your e-Mail or 
check our Web page or 
Facebook page for club 
updates on the status of 
meetings and outings. 

Spread the word! We’d love to 
have your friends and family 
join us too. 

Yellow Warbler. © Joyce Sankey 

Purple Flowering Raspberry flower 
at the Niagara Glen.     © Win Laar 

A new year for the NFNC has 
started. Please consider 
renewing your membership if 
you haven’t already. 

Membership forms are available 
on our website and cheques 
can be mailed to our P.O Box or 
e-Transfer is now available. If 
you’d rather pay by cash, email 
us for drop-off locations. 

Purple Flowering Raspberry at 
Firemens Park.      © Joyce Sankey 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/official-plan
https://www.niagararegion.ca/official-plan
http://niagarafallsnatureclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/niagarafallsnatureclub
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W e were excited to welcome Rachel Derbyshire to 
our November Zoom meeting and learn about the 

elusive Canada Lynx. An Ontario native, Rachael spent 
many long hours exploring the bountiful nature 
throughout Ontario. She graduated from the University of 
Guelph with a Bachelor of Science and Wildlife Biology 
and  Master of Science and Ecology degrees. Her post-
graduate Diploma was in Endangered Species Recovery 
through the University of Kent. She was selected for 
Canada’s New Noah program and studied in Mauritius for 
six months to study their Endangered Species Recovery 
programs in particular. She is currently a fourth-year 
Ph.D. candidate at Trent University. And for the last 
three winters, she’s studied Canada Lynx in the Yukon.  

Many of us are familiar with the bound-together 
population cycles of the Canada Lynx and Snowshoe 
Hares. Still, Rachael was an incredible fountain of 
information, giving additional context to understand the 
complex nuance of the situation.  

The Canada Lynx is classified as a species of Least 
Concern that resides in 
the boreal forest from 
coast to coast. The 
presentation was filled 
with beautiful lynx 
pictures and tips to tell 
the difference between a 
Canada Lynx and a Bobcat 
(if you were to be so lucky 
to see one in the wild).  

Canada Lynx are renowned 
Snowshoe Hare specialists 
(or so we thought). 
Snowshoe Hares are a 
keystone species in the 
Yukon study area; when 
their population crashes, 
it significantly impacts the 
ecosystem. On average, 
every eight to ten years, 
the hare population 
crashes. Previous research at the study site has 
suggested that predation mainly causes the hare cycle. 
Not only do increased numbers of predators eat more 
hares, but the stress of that constant fear causes the 
hares to have fewer young, and those young can also 
have decreased reproductive success. Conversely, once 
predator populations decline, the hare population can 
recover.  

Many other things influence the crash cycle. The cycles 
are not the same throughout the lynx’s range: the cycle 
is a travelling wave. The cycles are more extreme in the 
high northern areas and less noticeable in the southern 
range. There is a greater diversity of predators in the 
south, which helps keep the hares at a consistent level of 

stress: therefore, their populations never reach the 
extreme heights they can in the north when the lynx 
populations are low. The presence of other predators 
also influences the crash cycle, as a shortage of food can 
mean increased predation on the lynx themselves. The 
lynx also have increased reproductive success when the 
hare numbers are high. The hares themselves alter their 
behaviour when lynx are around, finding habitat that is 
harder to hunt in, and become less active. And finally, 
lynx sometimes leave to find new hunting grounds.  

They collared approximately fifty-four lynx individuals to 
study how the lynx adjust their hunting behaviour as 
hare densities decline. Each one was caught in a custom-
made trap, transported to a nearby vet, sedated, 
collared, tagged, and examined before being released at 
the trap site. The collars are also custom-made, with a 
GPS, accelerometer, and sound recorder along with the 
battery and drop-off mechanism. The collars are on for 
about two months; during that time, they take a GPS 
reading every fifteen minutes, and the animals are 
tracked in almost real-time. The accelerometer allows 

them to see how much the 
lynx is moving, and they 
can tell the difference 
between resting and 
running, among other 
things. The audio lets them 
further interpret the 
behaviours, including 
hearing social behaviour 
and the death-cries of 
prey.  

But they didn’t just rely on 
their initial interpretations 
of the data: they went out 
into the field and tracked 
the lynx to observe any 
behaviour traces left in the 
snow: prey remains, 
disturbed snow, etc. As a 
result, they have 
determined that their 

results are pretty accurate, between 87 - 99% depending 
on whether a computer or person is analyzing the data. 

They have found some surprising results, including that 
lynx may not be the snowshoe hare specialists they 
thought. Squirrels, especially, can form a significant part 
of the diet. Rachel has also found that social interactions 
between lynx are more common than was thought. When 
prey numbers are low, they are more social. Now she is 
trying to understand how this social behaviour might 
influence their hunting behaviour. 

Rachael gave us an outstanding presentation, and I can’t 
wait to see what else she discovers! 

about protecting the nature that remains do have a voice 
when we all work together. 

The environmental community in Niagara has lost two 
strong and passionate women who never hesitated to 
speak out. Jane Hanlon was a long-time director of 
Climate Action Now, and she was an environmental 

activist for many years. Linda Babb moved to Niagara 
from British Columbia. She became involved in the City 
of Niagara Falls Arts and Culture Committee and 
environmental activism, including saving the Thundering 
Waters forest. She established the Peoples’ Platform 
Facebook page where lively discussions can always be 
found. These two ladies will certainly be missed. 

Lynx and Landscapes                                                        by Missy Acker 

Nature Niagara News 

Rachel setting a trap.                                                      © John E. Marriott 
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I n February of 2021, Nate 
Torenvliet visited Harold 

Mitchell Nature Preserve to core 
and age some Shagbark Hickory 
(Carya ovata) trees that Albert 
Garafalo suspected were very 
old. In the way that very old 
trees bald, losing the roughness 
of their bark, these trees appear 
to have ‘tightened up,’ no longer 
having the typical shaggy 
appearance – a feature unique to 
ancient hickories. Super old trees 
also often have a small 
canopy due to weathering and 
fractures over time, causing slow 
growth, which is beneficial to 

attaining great age.  

Using an increment borer, a 
wood sample was extracted and 
later mounted, glued, dried and 
sanded so that the annual rings 
could be counted under a 
microscope. The annual rings 
repeat a pattern, with porous 
spring wood graduating to 
slower-growing late wood in the 
fall. Periods of stress 
were recorded as thin, 
tight rings in which the 
tree grows very slowly, without 
much additional wood put on 
during the year. These stress periods can span decades 
and even centuries of slow tree growth.  

Of the three prepared 
cores, the ages were 
determined at 351 years, 
355 years, and the third 
could be the oldest known 
recorded hickory at 416 
years of age. As a 
hardwood, it’s second only 
to the ancient  

Black Gums in Niagara. 
None of these trees have 
rot, so they could live for 
another 100 to 200 years. 
Since hickories can sucker 
up from root sprouts of 
mature individuals, these 
trees could be connected 
to far older roots.  

In the discussion following 
Nate’s presentation Win Laar 
recommended a 
book, Finding the Mother 
Tree by Suzanne 
Simard.  Questions were also 
raised about what may 
happen in the future as 
Eastern hemlock (Tsuga 
canadensis)  trees start to 
die off due to the Hemlock 
Wooly Adelgid (Adelges 
tsugae) infestation in the 
woodlot. Time will tell. 
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Members’ Night                                       by Various authors as indicated 

Core samples close up.                         
© N. Tornvliet 

 Annual rings under a microscope.                              
© N. Tornvliet 

O ur December virtual meeting was our annual 
Members' Night, where a few members volunteered 

to share a short presentation. First, this year Nate 
Tornvliet spoke about the old-growth hickories at Harold 
Mitchell Nature Reserve. Next, Kerry Kennedy shared the 
story of a late-season kayaking trip she took to 

Desolation Sound in British Columbia with her family. 
Next, Debbie Wright shared her journey in creating a 
pollinator garden. Finally, Michelle Stranges showed us 
how nature photography could bring great joy — a 
wonderful evening enjoyed by everyone watching. 
Thanks to the speakers for sharing their stories. 

Old-growth in Harold Mitchell                                     by Kerry Kennedy 

Kayaking on the Sunshine Coast                                   by Kerry Kennedy 

I n late August, my family 
went on a guided sea 

kayak trip that launched 
from Lund B.C. and 
explored the marine coast 
around Desolation Sound. 
We noted that even 
drought-tolerant plants like 
Salal and Arbutus showed 
signs of distress from the 
lack of moisture in 2021. 
The coastal habitats in the 

area host diverse ecology, 
from minuscule algae 
creating bio-luminescence 
in the night water to 
Marbled Murrelets crash-
landing in mossy old-
growth trees or enormous 
Humpback whales passing 
through. The islands, 
intertidal zones, forests 
and distant coastal 
mountains are stunning.  

Kayak view.           © K. Kennedy 
                                © K. Kennedy 

Core samples.© N. Tornvliet 

 Shagbark Hickory.              
© N. Tornvliet 

Creating a Pollinator Garden                                        by Debbie Wright 

T his past spring, I decided to put in a pollinator 
garden. I had been watching Doug Tallamy's "Bring 

Nature Home" presentations on YouTube, and he made 
sense. Wildlife populations are declining because the 
native plants they depend on are fast disappearing. His 
solution? Plant more natives. Native species provide 

nectar, shelter, and breeding habitat for pollinators. 
Even if it is just a tiny area, every bit helps. As a 
birdwatcher, I thought this might attract more birds and 
even some butterflies to my yard.  

I divided my existing perennials, and friends gave me 
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A s a serious amateur 
photographer, I have spent 

many years taking photographs of 
various subjects and genres.  
While I love abstract and black & 
white photography, photographing 
nature and being in nature brings 

tremendous joy, and for me, 
it is a rejuvenating balm 
after a hectic day or week.  
Whether I can get up early 
and witness the beauty of a 
sunrise at Woodend or be 
mesmerized by the 
spectacular autumn colours 
in Prince Edward County, the 
peace and contentment I get 
in the moment and 

afterwards when I relive the 
experience through my 
photographs truly brings me joy. 

Being in the right place and ready 
with a camera is thrilling when 
capturing interesting creatures 
and their comical behaviours.  

Photographing and being in 
nature has helped me get 
through the fatigue of 
being restricted during the 
pandemic.  I am looking 
forward to our club walks 
again, but I will be out and 
about shooting close to 
home until then. 

The Joys of Photographing Nature                           by Michelle Stranges 

Nature Niagara News 

other native plants. I planted Wood 
Poppy, Coral Bells, Evening Primrose, 
Wild Geranium, Bleeding Heart, Sedum, 
Hostas and Solomon's Seal in the shade. I 
brought in flagstones from my son's yard 
to use as stepping stones and reused the 
bricks from the original tree border to 
separate the garden from my neighbour's 
yard. 

The shade garden leads to a long sunny 
patch, where I planted a small Elderberry 
(that I had started from a cutting), 
Purple Coneflowers, Bee Balm, Black-
eyed Susans, Asters, Giant Lobelia, two Butterfly Bushes 
(two different colours including one I had started from a 
cutting), Butterfly Weed, a Daylily and Lupins from my 
sister's garden.  

As a bird watcher, I had 
gained an appreciation for 
how dead trees made 
seeing birds in summer 
easier. So, when I spotted a 
dead ornamental tree with 
decorative curves at the 
nursery, I took that too. It 
is a great focal point and 
an excellent perch for the 
birds. It has also been a 

real conversation piece with the neighbours. 

I placed a bowl on top of a fairy decoration to create a 
birdbath that the birds love. Someone on the next street 
was giving away large, heavy garden rocks, so my 
husband and I picked up one for the 
butterflies to warm up on in the morning. 
A curved log I had brought home from the 
beach made a lovely, raised garden for my 
fairies. I spread Alyssum, Cosmos, Zinnia, 
and Hollyhock seeds to fill in other areas 
and then I thought the garden was 
finished. 

Every day, I seem to putter in the garden, 
cleaning, moving plants around, watching 
the seeds grow, pinching for new growth, 

deadheading, and checking for rabbit 
damage.  

It seems the rabbits think I planted a 
buffet just for them. I had to put chicken 
wire around the flowers to save them 
from the bunnies. I couldn't even 
recognize one eaten plant, but it turned 
out to be a beautiful aster by fall. None 
of my Purple Coneflowers bloomed. One 
day I looked out my front window, and 
the rabbit was comfortably stretched out 
beside my garden, just relaxing.  

We sit on the front porch and enjoy all the little visitors. 
We watch the bees buzz in the Bee Balm, collecting 
pollen. The Cardinals pause on the perch before visiting 
the feeder. A family of red House Finches rests there 
waiting for dad to bring food. The Downy Woodpecker 
enjoys the insects in my 
tree, the Robins love the 
worms in my garden, and 
all the birds take turns 
at the birdbath. The 
Goldfinches are regular 
morning visitors, and I 
even had a juvenile 
Great Horned Owl in the 
tree across the street 
until a murder of Crows 
chased him away. The 
butterflies love the Zinnias, and I'll need to plant more 
next year. I found a chrysalis in the butterfly weed and 
checked it daily until it turned dark, and we could see 
the orange wings inside. We watched for hours until it 

quickly hatched into a beautiful monarch 
butterfly.  

Doug Tallamy was right, "if you build it, 
they will come." 

Note: To start the elderberry and butterfly 
bush, I took cuttings of the spring growth 
and stood them in water overnight. I 
dipped them in rooting hormone and 
poked them in the ground where they took 
root. 

Sunset.                                       © Michelle Stranges 

Beautiful fall colours.                
© M. Stranges Nature collage.       © M. Stranges  

Bee covered in pollen heading to 
a rose.   © Debbie Wright  

Red Admiral on a Zinnia.© D. Wright  

Debbie’s Silver Trillium Award winning 
garden. © Debbie Wright  

Monarch chrysalis and emergence.               
© Debbie Wright 
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I n January 2022, Paul 
Philip delivered 

"Exploring Nova Scotia" to 
the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club via Zoom.  Long-
standing members of the 
three Niagara nature 
clubs, Paul and his wife, 
Karin, felt honoured to 
have compiled this 
presentation using many 
of their images.  
 
Now residing on the East 
coast in an apartment in Nova Scotia, Paul and Karin live 
on Indigenous land in Millbrook First Nation, a Mi'kmaq 
community. Paul describes the scenic views from their 
wrap-around balcony as just beautiful. Every morning 
they look forward to stepping out on the balcony to take 
in the cloud formations, mist and views of the beach. 
 
Paul and Karin observed and identified 50 bird species 
just from their balcony, including a Yellow-breasted Chat 
- a lifer for both Paul and Karin!  A particular Hare also 
visited the grounds, giving them front-row seats 
observing how its fur coat changes colour through the 
seasons.  
 
Paul explained that Nova Scotia has 1,000 lakes and 200 
parks/reserves/natural areas for exploring. Surprisingly, 
only two have an entry fee. The province and 
communities do their best to maintain green spaces and 
shorelines.  
 
Paul shares his experiences 
taking in some sites like 
Devils Island. It's only 
accessible by kayak and says 
it's worth exploring. Paul 
mentions the wave action is 
unique, curling with the 
rocks. Many of the beaches 
in Nova Scotia are 'surfer 
beaches' equipped with 
change houses!  
 
Paul explains a particular church in Nova Scotia where 
the parking lot offers an incredibly scenic view. A portion 
of this parking lot happens to be close to an edge of a 

cliff. A metal railing exists 
for safety measures. 
 
Some front yard Christmas 
displays portray one thing 
Nova Scotia is famous for, 
lobster. Paul shows a photo 
of how some locals will 
stack lobster traps together 
to resemble a Christmas 
tree, then decorate it with 
Christmas lights. 
 
Paul was excited to share a photo where he could watch 
the largest cargo ship EVER to unload on the Eastern 
seaboard! This massive ship is capable of carrying up to 
8,500 automobiles.  
 
Paul recalled the time with a shorebird lifer; a Whimbrel 
appeared at Hartlen Point Forces Golf Club. He says it 

was too funny because the 
Whimbrel was in the middle of 
the greens. Nevertheless, 
birders excitedly observed this 
bird, while golfers were more 
than ready to tee off finally!  
 
Exploring Nova Scotia's 
biodiversity is what Paul and 
Karin love the most. Paul 
explains he has a passion for 
dragonflies - although 
butterflies are a close second. 

Their dragonfly lifers observed in Nova Scotia include 
good looks at a Seaside Dragonlet and a Black-tipped 
Darner. 
 
Paul and Karin 
ended their 
presentation 
together, saying, 
"Happy trails to you 
until we meet 
again!" 
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Exploring Nova Scotia                                                         by Lisa Bacon 

Family time on the trails.                     
© Karin Philp 

Least Sandpiper searching in 
the kelp.              © Paul Philp 

Dragonhunter dragonfly.        © Paul Philp 

T he "Waterfowl Along the Niagara" 
outing on January 30 was a great 

success. There were thousands of ducks 
at the mouth of the Niagara River in 
Fort Erie and many more as we drove 
down the Niagara Parkway. We were 
surprised to see a Great Blue Heron at 

Nichol's 
Marina while 
watching the 
Redhead ducks. A raft of about 
300 Canvasback ducks further 
down the river was a fantastic 
sight. While driving towards 
Niagara Falls, we had to stop 
for a Red Fox crossing the road 
and then were lucky to take a 

few photos while he posed for us. The 
tundra swans were resting with Canada 
geese further down the river than 
usual. We finished the tour hiking 
Dufferin Islands and were delighted to 
spot a Northern Pintail and White-
throated 
Sparrow 
with the 
Mallards, 

Gadwalls, Blue Jays, Dark-
eyed Juncos and Northern 
Cardinals. When the outing 
ended, we tallied 31 species 
of birds. 

Waterfowl Along the Niagara                                         by Debbie Wright  

Red Fox        © Debbie Wright 

Debbie and Dawn at Dufferin 
Islands.             © Debbie Wright 

A drumlin formed by a retreating 
glacier in the background. Surfing 
anyone?                    © Paul Philp 

American Lady butterfly.                     
© Paul Philp 

Tundra Swans with Canada Geese.               
© Debbie Wright 
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L ast year due to COVID restrictions, the Niagara Falls 
Christmas Bird Count was cancelled, so many of us 

were happy to participate in the count on December 27,  
2021. Unfortunately, we faced a few challenges because 
some of the birders from the US side could not cross the 
border to join in the count. Fortunately, we had a few 
new people join, and all the areas had coverage.  

Unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooperate. A 
combination of wind, snow flurries and drizzle resulted in 
challenging conditions for the birds and birders.  

The big news was that a Razorbill was seen that day, but 
not by a participant. Nevertheless, several record-high 
counts were set. Trumpeter Swans (17 – again thanks to 
Kayo) and 51 Northern Pintails were high counts. Both 
Black-legged Kittiwake and King Eider were tallied. We 

missed Eastern Screech Owl and Belted Kingfisher 
altogether.  

The total number of species seen was 85. The number of 
individual birds tallied was 68,085; however, a large 
proportion of this was a massive flock of at least 40,000 
European Starlings. The accumulative total for the count 
is now 165 species and 2,344,527 individuals. 

Many thanks to the 35 participants, including members of 
the Niagara Falls Nature Club, Peninsula Field 
Naturalists, Bert Miller Nature Club, and the Buffalo 
Ornithological Society birders covering the New York 
State portion of the count. Thanks to Willie D’Anna, who 
organizes the U. S. counters and Kayo Roy for his 
continuing advice and help. We couldn’t do it without 
any of you!   

Nature Niagara News 

Canada Goose 2942 

Mute Swan 4 

Trumpeter Swan 17 

Tundra Swan 4 

Gadwall  23 

American Wigeon 8 

American Black Duck 55 

Mallard     513 

Northern Pintail 51 

Canvasback 1 

Redhead 2 

Ring-necked Duck 12 

Greater Scaup 91 

King Eider 1 

White-winged Scoter 124 

Black Scoter 2 

Long-tailed Duck 191 

Bufflehead 29 

Common Goldeneye 370 

Hooded Merganser 116 

Common Merganser 122 

Red-breasted Merganser 714 

     duck species 32 

Wild Turkey 29 

Red-throated Loon 5 

Common Loon 3 

     loon species 1 

Pied-billed Grebe 1 

Horned Grebe 4 

Double-crested Cormorant 37 

Great Blue Heron 10 

Black Vulture 5 

Turkey Vulture 15 

Northern Harrier 1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 5 

Cooper's Hawk 4 

Bald Eagle 4 

Red-tailed Hawk 41 

Rough-legged Hawk 1 

Razorbill 1 

Black-legged Kittiwake 1 

Bonaparte's Gull 7007 

Little Gull 4 

Ring-billed Gull 1568 

Herring Gull 7580 

Iceland Gull 5 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 

Glaucous Gull 1 

Great Black-backed Gull 68 

     gull species 34 

Rock Pigeon 395 

Mourning Dove 222 

Snowy Owl 3 

N. Saw-whet Owl 1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 28 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 

Downy Woodpecker 44 

Hairy Woodpecker 8 

Northern Flicker 13 

     woodpecker species 2 

American Kestrel 8 

Merlin  1 

Peregrine Falcon 1 

Blue Jay 147 

American Crow 92 

Black-capped Chickadee 101 

Tufted Titmouse 4 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 14 

White-breasted Nuthatch 15 

Brown Creeper 1 

Winter Wren 2 

Carolina Wren 12 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 

Eastern Bluebird 7 

American Robin 978 

Northern Mockingbird 5 

European Starling 42271 

Cedar Waxwing 100 

American Tree Sparrow 107 

Dark-eyed Junco 293 

White-crowned Sparrow 24 

White-throated Sparrow 51 

Song Sparrow 10 

Northern Cardinal 124 

Red-winged Blackbird 10 

Brown-headed Cowbird 3 

House Finch 98 

American Goldfinch 189 

House Sparrow 681 

     bird species 157 

    Total number of species                85  

   Total number of individuals      68085 
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Thank you to Graham Wright for auditing the club’s books. 
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NIAGARA FALLS NATURE CLUB 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021 

REVENUE  2021  2020 

Memberships   $     1,440.00   $     1,725.00 

Donation   Marjorie Chase     $     3,000.00 

Other Donations   $        225.00   $        500.00 

Conservation   $        395.00   $        785.00 

Bank Interest   $        140.72   $          10.27 

Fund Raising  (Draws Coffee Pens  Crest  Books Plant Sale)   $        252.75 

Other Income:   Annual Dinner Meeting     $        455.00 

TD Grant   $     1,730.00   

Bank Fee Reversal   $            1.25   

Motus Funds      $        710.00 

Total Revenue:   $     3,931.97   $     7,438.02 
EXPENSES     
     

Bulletins  (printing, envelopes, postage)   $        184.00   $        115.75 

Meetings (incl. "Directions" Meetings, Rent, Speakers)  $        675.00   $        375.00 
Printing (Schedules)     

Liability Insurance (F.O.N)   $        856.44   $        787.32 

Rental P.O. Box   $        195.49   $        195.49 

Annual Dinner     $        455.00 

MISC. (Purchase of Scope, Tripod and Adapter from TD Grant)   $     1,506.55   $                 - 
Administration   $            1.50   $        231.35 

NFNC Website   $          67.12   $          67.12 

Donations        Memorial Donation   $        100.00   $          50.00 

                        The Owl Foundation   $        350.00   $        350.00 

                         Bruce Trail     $          50.00 

Friends of Malcolson Park     $        200.00 

Zoom License   $          57.00   $          75.00 

Birds Canada   $     1,360.00   

Birds Niagara   $          75.00   

Awards     $          45.14 
Subscriptions and fees:     
     

                          Ontario Nature (F.O.N.)     $          83.00 

                          Long Point Bird Observatory      $          35.00 

Total Expenses:   $     5,428.10   $     3,115.17 

Excess of Revenue over expense  -$    1,496.13   $     4,322.85 

Balance of Assets January 1, 2020   $  15,582.26   $  12,741.79 

Balance of Assets December 31, 2020   $  14,086.13   $  17,064.64 
     

Bank Account #124851369   $     6,548.53  $8,332.72 

Less: Outstanding Cheque # 768            (75.00)  (298.08)   
Adjusted bank balance   $     6,473.53   $     8,034.64 

Certificate of Deposit   $     9,013.73   $     9,000.00 

Membership Floater   $          30.00   $          30.00 

   $  15,517.26   $  17,064.64 
     

Assets consisting of:       Current Account   $  13,045.78   $  14,488.16 

                                       Designated Conservation  $     1,963.00   $     2,068.00 

                                       Funds for Fieldwork   $        508.48   $        508.48 

Total   $  15,517.26   $  17,064.64 

     



About Us 

The Niagara Falls Nature Club is an affiliate club of Ontario 
Nature. Non-members are invited to try out club programs 
to learn about meetings, walks or outings. Should you wish 
to continue your involvement, please become a member.  

Regular meetings with guest speakers are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month from September - May.  
During COVID-19 restrictions meetings will be via Zoom, 
with a link sent to members prior to each meeting. 

Memberships are due January 1st and cover a calendar year, 
January 1st - December 31st. The cost is $15 for students, 
$25 for a single membership or $35 for a family. 
Membership forms are available on our web site and 
cheques can be mailed to our P.O. Box. If you’d rather pay 
by cash, e-mail us for drop -off locations. E-transfer is also 
available. 

PO Box 901 
Niagara Falls, ON 
L2E 6V8 

Niagara Falls Nature Club 

www.niagarafallsnatureclub.org 
 

Email: niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com 

Tracks                                                                                   by Win Laar 

Nature Niagara News, newsletter of the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club is published four times per year (February, May, August 
and November).  Submissions for the next issue are due by 
the end of the month prior to publication.  
 
Club members are encouraged to send in  articles, photos, 
stories, observations and outing reviews to 
nfncnewsletter@gmail.com. Material accepted may be 
edited and will be used subject to space allowances. 
 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Niagara 
Falls Nature Club or the Editor. 
 
Thank you to all the members who make time to contribute 
to make a great newsletter! 
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Directors ~ Carol Horvat 

   
~ Debbie Wright  ~Lisa Bacon  ~ Missy Acker 
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T racks tell stories. After a recent snowfall, I can read 
that turkeys have crossed from our garden into the 

neighbouring 
vineyard and that 
sparrows and juncos 
have foraged 
beneath the cedars. 
We are used to 
finding animal and 
bird tracks on the 
ground, but up in the 
sky? 

A very short item on a radio broadcast piqued my 
attention. As reported by CDE News and Euronews, 
workers involved in restoration work on the Santa Maria 
del Fiore cathedral in Florence, Italy, discovered 
hundreds of intriguing sets of paw and hoof prints on its 
centuries-old roof tiles. 

Experts who have analyzed 
them say they were not left 
by modern-day four-legged 
creatures but by animals 
that trekked across the clay 
tiles as they laid out to dry 
in the sun before being 
baked and then laid on the 

dome centuries ago. They 
have noted tracks of dogs, 
cats, small birds, foxes and 
martens. Experts are now busy 
mapping them one by one and 
cataloguing them in a 
painstaking process.  

The dome on the del Fiore 
cathedral is the largest 
masonry dome in the world, 

standing over ten stories high, and comprises over four 
million bricks. When the tiles were made in the early 
1400s, I can picture the foreman thinking the “imperfect” 
tiles that had been trodden on 
would never be noticed so high 
in the sky. Until now, over 600 
years later, these tracks tell 

stories not that 
different from those 
in my backyard. 

Cathedral dome. © Wikipedia 

Snow tracks.                             © Win Laar 

Vineyard tracks.     © Win Laar 

Tile tracks.                                        © Euronews 
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