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President’s Message
h, the plans we
O
made! Tickets to
our
April
dinner

grant will cover the cost
of a GCP consultant for
up to 20 hours, a value
of $2,000.
This will
help the club in learning
more about governance
responsibilities and will
help us build for the
future.

meeting were going
fast,
Wednesday
Evening Walks were
planned, and speakers
were all lined up for
the coming season.

And then the world
Missy
Acker
has
changed. We changed.
undertaken
a
new
We made adjustments
initiative
with
the
and carried on.
Our
creation of the Niagara
R.W. Sheppard Award Eastern Chipmunk at Dufferin Islands.
Falls Nature Journal
for Conservation was © Laurie Lent
Club, a Facebook group
presented virtually for
open only to club
now and will be for real at a later time. members. You may just become inspired
The wildflowers that so gladden our hearts by Missy to explore your own artistic
will grow more vigorously without our potential.
trodding feet and will be twice as robust
when we see them next year.
Paul Philp expands on his love story with
trees, Kayo Roy enthuses about the first
Your board still functions behind the record for Niagara of a breeding pair of
scenes,
with
Gisele
Mills
taking Sandhill Cranes and Kiera Newman
memberships and keeping our finances in discusses the nature of disease.
order. Expenses will be reduced on the
one hand with no meetings but increased Plus we have photos to bring us joy. Delve
on the other hand by additional insurance.
into our newsletter. With Lorraine BrownJoyce’s wizardry and the input of so many
Thanks to the diligence of Kerry Kennedy members, it’s a beaut.
in pursuing the application, our club is a
recipient of a grant from the new Win Laar
Governance Coaching Program (GCP). The

Remembering Charlie Pryer
e have not seen Charlie Pryer or his
W
wife Ruth for many years, but the
memories of his hearty laugh
and inspiring messages remain
in the minds of many long- time
nature club members. Charlie
passed away on April 6, 2020, in
his 93rd year.
Charlie was President of NFNC
from 1978 to 1984, and
President of the Federation of
Ontario
Naturalists,
now
Ontario Nature. He was the
recipient of the R.W. Sheppard
Award for Conservation in 1989.
Charlie became a mentor to
many in the nature community.

by Win Laar

Charlie enjoyed being in nature; he loved
birding,
photography,
camping
and
canoeing, and when increasing
age made paddling difficult,
he
cheated.
On
one
memorable canoe trip he
brought along a batterypowered electric motor, and
while the rest of us battled
headwinds, Charlie merely
steered. All was well until it
was time to disembark. As
Charlie moved to the bow of
the canoe, the heavy battery
shifted, and he ended up in
the river. Once we knew he
Here’s Charlie! Big Creek
was OK, we all had a good
May 15, 1993. © Win Laar
laugh.

Welcome New Members
 Eleanor Frost
 Bev Hadler
 Suzanne Hauzer
 Loretta Shields

Thank you to everyone who
renewed their memberships.
Spread the word! We’d love to
have your friends and family
join us too.

Meetings at a Glance
 Due to the current
conditions, no meetings
are currently scheduled

Outings at a Glance
 Due to the current
conditions, no outings are
currently scheduled

 Please check our Web page

or Facebook page for club
updates on the status of
meetings and outings.

Remembering Charlie Pryer continued
Charlie was president, the front page of every
W hile
newsletter held his credo: Nature has rare things to

show us, through eyes that see beauty, through good
feelings that heal.

R.W. Sheppard Award for 2020 Presented Virtually
to Marcie Jacklin
ormally the conservation
N
award of the Niagara Falls
Nature Club is presented at our
annual dinner meeting in April,
when friends and colleagues
gather to celebrate the best
among us. With the adjustments
to our routines necessitated by
COVID-19, this occasion has been
deferred to a more appropriate
time.
Some news just won’t wait, and so it is that we announce
that the R.W. Sheppard Award for 2020 is being
presented virtually to Marcie Jacklin, to recognize and
honour her for her contributions to the Niagara
community in the field of nature.
Marcie’s passion for birding has led to her giving
presentations to numerous nature clubs, as well as
several libraries and service clubs, and to leading many
bird-watching hikes. She served as the compiler for
many years for Christmas Bird Counts and as director for
the Buffalo Ornithological Society and the Ontario Field
Ornithologists.
She helped with Niagara’s Natural Areas Inventories and
wrote four chapters in Niagara Birds, edited by John
Black and Kayo Roy.
She studied the wellness of

Why I Love Trees
t was an honour to speak to the Niagara Falls Nature
ITrees
Club on my love of trees at the February meeting.
mean a lot to Karin and me, as does our
involvement with the three sister clubs and the Hamilton
Nature Club.
The clubs and their past and present
members have helped shape our journey and we have
numerous photos of people whom we have interacted
with over the years.

by Win Laar

residents in a nursing home after bird feeders were
installed.
Marcie is currently Chair of the Niagara Birding
Conservation and Tourism Collaborative which is hoping
to improve conditions for birds and birders visiting
Niagara. She is proud to be one of the founding members
and President of Community Voices of Fort Erie, an
incorporated group advocating for protecting Fort Erie’s
critical
natural
and
historical resources for
the benefit of current and
future
residents
and
visitors to Fort Erie.
When in the future our
lives move into the “new
normal”, and we again
gather to embrace our
nature club family, we
will complete this journey
with the giving of the
tangible
plaque
that
marks the presentation of
the R.W. Sheppard Award
for Conservation to our
dear friend and fellow
member, Marcie Jacklin.

Always ready for a birdwatching
adventure. © Mary-Lee Sampson

by Paul Philp
leaves crunching under our feet as we collected acorns
and leaves from the family woodlot for the Thanksgiving
table.

My mother loved trees and wanted our own little miniforest in the back yard. Every year with great fanfare
we went to Hasselman Nurseries to purchase trees for
the annual tree planting. Those plantings in “Willoughby
Clay” weren’t always a success. Fishing along the shores
Sometimes emotions are difficult to convey and so may one soon learned that in the shade of a willow tree was
best be left to musicians who can take a complicated often the best spot not just for comfort but for schools
thing and find the nuts and bolts of it. When Karin and I of fish. I’m so glad my grandfather and others planted
heard a live performance of a song written and sung by them along the Niagara River to help prevent erosion.
Lennie Gallant we were so moved
The magic of those willows went
that it became the introduction.
far beyond erosion control.
I
Lennie indicated that he was so
sometimes wonder how many of
awed by his Sequoia experience
my fishing lures are buried in
that he wrote his song honouring
their trunks. My sister also has a
it. The song portrays our love for
reverence for those trees and
local trees that are not as big, but
every trip back to Niagara has to
just as amazing. I often wonder
sit and sketch the willows that
why these arboreal giants mean so
were so much of our past. The
much. Was it the part they played
Niagara Parks Commission was
in my childhood? Trees made up a
also busy planting trees. This
significant part of my playground,
was not only a good thing to do
not plastic and metal slides and
but it added to my playground.
swings. Climbing trees, building
No tree was planted within biking
forts, and exploring woodlots and
distance of our home that I didn’t
fence
rows
were
frequent
supervise. The Parks Commission
activities. I can still hear the The tree canopy at Rondeau Provincial Park © Paul Philp did a wonderful job.
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Why I Love Trees continued

arin and I became very interested in collecting leaves
K
and trying to identify trees. Who knew that there
were so many kinds of oaks or maples? That interest

carried over in 1972 when tree study became the fall
focus for my teaching of science. I taught about 120
interested students on a rotary basis. We had an oak
forest out back for weekly monitoring, as well as our
daily current events which could include anything about
trees. Additionally, we were allowed to have a monthly
outing to St. John’s, Vineland Station, and other places.
It was so motivating. I am not
sure if the students or I learned
more. More importantly, the
students were not engaged in
listening to me but in doing a
variety of activities. That is so
important. They used clues to
identify leaves on their own.
They made their own collection
and they named the leaves in
their collection.
What was
amazing is that they learned how
to use a basic tree key and so did
I. Keys can often simplify the
identification process.
Rob
Ritchie sent me a nicely written
synopsis recently that illustrates
how “the study of trees can be
Oak leaves from top right,
made
easy with the use of keys.”
clockwise Pin, Burr, White
He is very correct on that as that
and Red. © Paul Philp
is what worked for those
students. As you observe, collect, photograph and study
these beautiful aspects of nature your appreciation keeps
growing. I started a leaf collection 20 years ago which
has served me well on a few occasions for education.
The leaves are still in pretty good shape.
It is very difficult to really like trees and not learn to
identify some of them. Working with junior naturalists
and students in the winter, one begins to realize that
there are many clues helpful in tree identification, not
just the leaves. Rob Ritchie also indicated that “no
single feature is used for identification, but rather a
combination of features.” John Potter echoes that
message as he rarely makes identification without looking
from the base of a tree to the canopy observing all the
clues. So looking at bark, tree shape, and buds became
the next challenge. For someone with a right-brain
dominance, their artistic side would give them an
advantage in visualizing the subtle patterns in the bark.
For me, it was a huge challenge.
Also with bark, it
varies from the base to the crown, with the age of the
tree, and from tree to tree in the same species. So
standard descriptions don’t always work for what you are
looking at. John Potter helped me out. When you have
some of his clues it becomes much easier. “I can tell
that is a Pin Oak because the bottom branches droop like
a hoop skirt.” “Can you see the shiny ski runs on the
Red Oak?” “Mmmmm, I believe that is a Red Maple. See
where the tree healed itself where a branch broke off. It
looks like an old lady's face.” Those descriptions which
aren’t in my tree guide work for me.
Once you begin to look at something more closely, you
wonder why you didn’t do so before. Buds and leaf scars
are so interesting and often vital in identification in the
winter months. I was surprised at how variable they are.
Buds can be a shoot, leaf, or flower or a combination of
those things. Scars are the corky marks that are left when
the leaves fall off. Some very specific details once
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learned,
make
the
identification
process
easy. As a result, some
excellent keys can help
with identification.
The
leaf scar of a Black Walnut
looks like ET. The outer
scales on a Shagbark
Hickory leaf curl outward.
Black Walnut leaf scars © Paul Philp Basswood buds are red.
See how easy it is?
There is something
magical
about
trees. Ginkgo is
only one example.
It has been around
since the dinosaur
era.
This is
partially because
it has antioxidant,
antimicrobial, and
other
plant
hormones
that
protect it against
drought and other Shagbark Hickory
Basswood buds
stressors. Also, it © Paul Philp
© Paul Philp
doesn’t
have
ageing hormones. How does that happen?
Feeding us, providing many products, sheltering and
feeding wildlife, are just a few examples of how
important trees are. In addition, they improve many
aspects of our environment. They filter and change the
composition of the air. They moderate water flow. They
improve soil quality and texture. What is significant is
that these environmental improvements in one place
have a positive effect somewhere else. A good example
of this would be the removal of carbon dioxide from the
air. The cumulative result affects air quality on a global
scale. If you look
at
the
graph
called the Keeling
Curve you will
see
that
the
amount of carbon
dioxide
varies
seasonally. There
is a correlation
between
this
cycle and when
the trees of North
America
have
leaves.
Those
leaves remove the carbon dioxide from the air, release
oxygen, and store the carbon.
These woody plants
do so much for us
and as a global
nation, we do so
much harm to them.
That
somehow
doesn’t make sense.
Save, plant, and hug
a tree today.

Tree hugging group.

© Ron Goodridge
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Wings Along a Cliff
t our March meeting, we were taken away to
A
southeastern Ontario, just north of Kaladar by our
guest speaker Bruce Mackenzie. The following article is
used with permission.

by Jean Hampson & Bob Highcock
Bon Echo. Ancient Cedars, White Pine and Pear Tree
seem to grip onto the edges of the rock wall. If you have
a list of provincial parks you would like to visit, Bon Echo
should be added if it is not already there.

Bon Echo Provincial Park is located
in Cloyne, Ontario and offers scenic
views from a 100-metre-high cliff
that overlooks Mazinaw Lake.
Indigenous pictographs and the Old
Walt inscription can be seen on the
granite rock wall when canoeing or
kayaking on the lake with a
maximum depth of 145 metres.
Geology, birds and plants can be
observed while camping, boating
and hiking in the park. Just be
careful to watch out for falling
discarded parts from a Peregrine
Falcon’s prey while kayaking below
the cliffs. Other wings along the
cliff include Barn Swallow, Eastern
Phoebe, Prairie Warbler, Turkey
Vulture,
Common
Raven
and
Common Merganser.
Columbine, Pale Corydalis, Service
Berry and Blueberry are just some Sunset reflects off Mazinaw Rock at Bon Echo Provincial Park
of the blooms that can be seen at

The Nature of Disease
s I write this article, we are going into week seven of
A
isolation from one another in an attempt to slow the
spread
of
coronavirus
(COVID-19).
These
are
unprecedented times for us, but outbreaks are not new
to the history of humankind and certainly not new for
many other species throughout the world and through
time. As an ecologist, the balance of nature, an often
precarious but always intriguing dance, continues to
amaze me. At the risk of sounding clinical, I wanted to
take this opportunity to provide another viewpoint on
this crisis. Please don’t misunderstand, this is definitely
still a crisis in my view. Not only to the weak and
vulnerable who are at the highest risk of infection and
death but also to seemingly healthy individuals who are
contracting and occasionally succumbing to this disease.
It is terrible, heart-breaking, and tragic. But it is also
part of the nature we belong to, and I can’t help but see
the mechanisms of balance at work through this
phenomenon.

There is disease all around us, all the time. As nature
club members, we see it on our walks, experience it in
our gardens and yards, occasionally fight against it in an
effort to save plants or animals. Sometimes it is out of
control. From the Emerald Ash Borer and Oak wilt killing
millions of trees in our forests to the fungus OE
(Ophryocystis elektroscirrha) contributing to Monarch
butterfly decline and DWV (Deformed wing virus)
decimating Honey Bee populations. Sometimes it is
merely part of a system; for example, we all have E. coli
in our intestines – only rarely we contract a strain or
level of infection that is harmful or deadly. This
coexistence of pathogens with plants and animals is
natural, necessary even, in many cases.
But pathogens want to replicate and spread, just like the
rest of us, so balance is sometimes broken by outbreaks
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by Kiera Newman
and the result can be devastating! Most animals and
plants are prepared for this contingency and have
strategies for keeping disease at acceptable levels.
Monkeys groom each other to remove ticks and fleas
which often carry bacteria and viruses, Holly has a thick
cuticle to keep pests and disease from entering epithelial
cells, Monarchs use the chemicals in plants
(phytochemicals) to help them treat their pathogens.
Sometimes treating disease is not so pretty – ants and
wasps sacrifice infected sisters, birds abandon infested
nests, there are even some species that practice
cannibalization of sick offspring. Nevertheless, disease is
a vital part of nature’s balance. When populations get
too large to be supported sustainably by their habitats,
disease helps to balance the equation. Only then will
there be enough food, enough resources, enough real
estate for everyone. So, while we don’t have to like it,
disease is at least something we can respect and
understand. It is not new, it is not evil, it just is what it
is. Part of our life history and the histories of every living
thing. And although we are not blessed with
impenetrable skin, phytochemical defences, or grooming
each other (at least not in public), we do have other
tools to help us rebalance the equation: science,
evidence-based research, vaccines, medication, and
above all else, compassion, empathy and the willingness
to help others, even those not directly related to us.
Stay healthy and optimistic.
For more information, this article is interesting: Hart, B.
2011. Behavioural defences in animals against pathogens
and parasites: parallels with the pillars of medicine in
humans. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC3189355/
Nature Niagara News

First Confirmed Sandhill Crane Nest for Niagara
ocumentation of bird sightings in Regional Niagara
D
commenced in 1886. Over these 124 years, no record
exists of anyone finding an actual nest in Niagara for

Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis tabida/rowani)
(Beardslee and Mitchell 1965, Sheppard 1960, 1970). In
all of the 1900s, it took until 22 May 1967 before this
species was even first found in Niagara, an adult migrant
bird that was discovered in Vineland (Curry 2006, Black
and Roy 2010). Over the past 25 years, this species has
been observed in the Region in small numbers however in
recent years their presence has become pretty well
regular as their numbers have increased significantly.
The Sandhill Crane is a very large, gray overall, wading
bird of freshwater marshes, bogs, open grasslands and
cultivated fields. It has long legs, long straight neck,
white cheeks and a long pointed black bill. Most
prominent is the dull red patch on the bird’s lores and
crown. The eastern population generally overwinters in
Florida and the U.S. Gulf Coast and it migrates back to
nest in Ontario from mid-March to early April.

by Kayo J. Roy

It is made up of plant material obtained from the area
surrounding the nest. Nesting takes place between midApril to mid-May and two eggs are usually laid,
sometimes one and rarely three. The eggs are smooth
with no gloss and the colour varies from pale to medium
buff to olive/buff and is marked with spotted and
blotched light to reddish/brown spots (Baicich 1997).

The size of a Sandhill Crane egg is usually 6-9 inches long
and sometimes even larger (Baicich 1997). For
comparison, the size of the domestic Chicken (Gallus,
gallus domesticus) egg shown here is 2-2.5 inches in
length.
The young birds (colts) are fed by parents at first by
regurgitation and begin to feed on their own in the
second week. They remain with their parents until fully
grown and do not fly until they are as large as their
parents. The voice of the Sandhill Crane is most
remarkable. It is a loud musical *trumpeting* sound or its
low-pitched rattle that is most often heard from a
distance before the bird is seen.

© Kayo Roy

There are two distinct Sandhill Crane breeding ranges in
North America: the extensive northwestern United States
range and the Florida, and Southern Canada range.
Mating habits of this species are fascinating. In their
courtship mating dance, they raise their heads high in
the air and walk around and around slowly. Then
suddenly the heads are lowered to the ground and the
birds become great bouncing balls. Then hopping high in
the air, part of the time with raised wings, they cross
and re-cross one another’s paths. Slowly the speed and
wildness increases as they hop and skip crazily over each
other. This performance continues increasing in speed for
a few minutes and then rapidly stops only to start again
upon the arrival of more birds (Bent 1963).
Several hundred pairs of Sandhill Cranes nest on
Manitoulin Island. The Long Point area at Port Rowan
houses a large number of this species during the breeding
season and small numbers remain to overwinter in the
Big Creek National Wildlife Area at Port Rowan, Ontario.
No doubt over the years Sandhill Crane nesting has
occurred in Niagara. However, given that their nests are
so well concealed in hard to find wet areas, it is
understandable why their nests have remained
predictably undiscovered. The Sandhill Cranes nest is
almost always built near shallow water surrounded by
shoreline vegetation. The nest is huge (outside diameter
3 to 5 feet) with a slight hollow left in the central area.
Bulletin # 332

© Kayo Roy

Now the good news. As mentioned above Sandhill Cranes
must have at some point in time surely nested
successfully in Niagara. The discovery of this present nest
is, however, the very first confirmed nest ever found in
the Region (Brad Clements, personal comment). On April
9, 2020, Shirley Chambers located this nest that the
cranes had constructed. It was built among the shoreline
plants on the edge of the shallows of Lyons Creek behind
a rural residential property on Lyons Creek Road in
Niagara Falls, Ontario.
Literature Cited:
Baicich, B.J., and C.J.O. Harrison. 1997. A Guide to the
Nests, Eggs, and Nestlings of North American Birds.
Academic Press, St Louis, Missouri.
Beardslee, C.S., and H.D. Mitchell. 1965. Birds of the
Niagara Frontier Region: an annotated check-list.
Bulletin of the Buffalo Society of Natural
Sciences 22:1-478. Buffalo, New York.
Bent, A.C. 1963. Life Histories of North American Marsh
Birds. Dover Publications, Inc. New York, New York.
Black, J.E. and K.J. Roy, 2010. Niagara Birds: a
compendium of articles and species accounts of the birds
of the Niagara
Region of Ontario. Brock University Printing and
Digital Services, Thorold, Ontario.
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First Confirmed Sandhill Crane Nest for Niagara continued
Clements, B.L. (personal comment). Niagara compiler,
Royal Ontario Museum Nest Records Scheme. Welland,
Ontario.
Curry, R. 2006. Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas.
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, Hamilton, Ontario.
Sheppard, R.W. 1960. Bird Life of Canada’s Niagara
Frontier. Privately published. Niagara Falls, Ontario.
Sheppard, R.W. 1970. Bird Life of Canada’s Niagara
Frontier. Special Publication No. 3. Niagara Falls Nature
Club.
Niagara Falls, Ontario.

Update: Some unfortunate, sad news to report. As we go
to press we have learned that the Sandhill Crane nesting
along the shoreline of Lyons Creek has failed. There was
considerable rainfall over three days that increased the
water level of the creek. At nightfall on April 30, 2020,
both the male and female cranes were observed on the
nest. Overnight and early morning rain on May 1st further
raised the water level in the creek to the point that it
washed away the nest and the one single egg. How tragic
losing this first known nest site but more importantly the
loss of an impending new bird (on the 21st day of
incubation) perhaps a week before hatching (takes 28-30
days of incubation).

Niagara Falls Nature Journal Club
ome of us have met already, and most who have know
S
that I am a wildlife artist. You may remember me
from my Inktober sketchbook presentation I made to the

club at our December 2019 Member’s Share Night
meeting.
I was chatting with a few members after a meeting, who
were inquiring about whether I taught art lessons. During
the discussion, it became clear that there was some
interest in nature journaling as a hobby, and we left it as
a tentative idea to perhaps draw together when the
weather became nicer. I had been looking for a
meaningful way to contribute and this seemed like a
promising possibility.

by Missy Acker
If you have anything at all you are working on, you are
free to upload it on the discussion page, whether it is
completed or not. I am happy to give advice when it is
asked for. Members are not required to post their
artwork if they aren’t comfortable doing so, but we all
learn more when we all participate, so it is encouraged.
Club members who have no interest in creating their own
art are still very much welcome to join and cheer on the
other members.

However, the current situation spurred me to begin this
project immediately. We’re suddenly stuck with a lot of
time and not much to do, which provides the perfect
opportunity to begin learning how to draw, and it would
be a shame to let those interested in doing so be forced
to waste that time.
So with the blessing of the Club, I started the Niagara
Falls Nature Journal Club, a private Facebook group for
our members. Its purpose is to provide a place for
members to share their nature-related artwork and to
learn more about the technique and craft of the creative
side of it. To join, go to https://www.facebook.com/
groups/NFNatureJournalClub and press the “Join Group”
button (under the header). I will see your request for
membership and approve you once I have confirmed that
you are a NFNC member. You will then have access to
everything in the group, including three PDFs that
provide a thorough introduction to nature journaling,
drawing techniques and art supplies. All you need to get
started are very basic supplies – any pen or pencil, any
type of paper. In these times where buying supplies is
difficult and cumbersome, I want everyone to be able to
participate.
After that, you can browse through
the lesson units I have set up. All are
completely optional. Each post in a
unit is a little art-related lesson,
prompt, or tip, and some of them
have suggested exercises if you wish
to try the technique out yourself. You
can upload your completed exercises
in the post’s comments if you wish to
share. I generally upload a new lesson
about once a week and likewise post
pages (often in-progress) from my
own nature journal.
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Shown above is a snippet of a
lesson to give you an example of
the type of teachings that I post
in the group.
I hope you will join us!

An example from my nature journal.

© Missy Acker
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Niagara Falls Nature Club

About Us
The Niagara Falls Nature Club is an affiliate club of Ontario
Nature. Non-members are invited to try out club programs
to learn about meetings, walks or outings. Should you wish
to continue your involvement, please become a member.

PO Box 901
Niagara Falls, ON
L2E 6V8
www.niagarafallsnatureclub.org
Email: niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com
2019 - 2020 Executive
President ~ Win Laar
Past President ~ Kerry Kennedy

Regular meetings with guest speakers are held on the
second Wednesday of each month from September - June
with the exception of April (dinner meeting) and June
(potluck
picnic). Doors open at 6:40 pm for refreshments
and social time, meetings begin at 7:00 pm and are held at
the Niagara Falls Public Library, 4848 Victoria Ave.
Memberships are due January 1st and cover a calendar
year, January 1st - December 31st. The cost is $15 for
students, $25 for a single membership or $35 for a family
and can be purchased at our monthly meetings or by mail.
Membership forms are available at meetings or on our web
site.

Secretary ~ Nancy Lease
Vice President ~ Kiera Newman
Treasurer ~ Gisele Mills
Conservation Director ~ Joyce Sankey
Directors ~ Tara Darling
~ Doug Gillard

~ Carol Horvat

~ Debbie Wright
Newsletter Editor ~ Lorraine Brown-Joyce
Webmaster ~ Kerry Kennedy

Nature Niagara News, newsletter of the Niagara Falls Nature
Club is published four times per year (February, May, August
and November). Submissions for the next issue are due by
the end of the month prior to publication.
Club members are encouraged to send in articles, photos,
stories,
observations
and
outing
reviews
to
nfncnewsletter@gmail.com. Material accepted may be
edited and will be used subject to space allowances.
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Niagara
Falls Nature Club or the Editor.
Thank you to all the members who make time to contribute
to make a great newsletter!

Can’t be out in nature? We’ll bring it to you!
beautiful Bald Eagle showing
A
its powerful wings. I felt ever
so thankful for this moment! As I

Canada Goose gosling
A
and a cute fox pup
hanging out at Dufferin

was driving along the Parkway
Islands.
one morning, I spotted an Eagle
perched on a tree near the river.
I safely pulled my car over,
silently willing and pleading for
the Eagle to stay for a quick
photo. Climbing out of my car
with camera in hand, I was able
to
capture
this
incredible
moment with wildlife!
A Cedar Waxwing selecting a berry
to consume. This was captured in
Fenwick and I was absolutely thrilled
when #MyPelham contacted me,
asking permission to use this image
as Photo of the Week on April 12,
2020! I felt so honoured and
humbled! I love sharing my moments
Brown
Creeper
with nature, to put a smile on
crawls up a tree
someone's face, and perhaps make looking for insects and
their day a bit
other tidbits under the
brighter.
bark.
The first Green
© Debbie Wright
Frog I came across on a nature walk in
Welland. These first of the year findings
are so special to me! This particular
pond boasted a few frogs on this chilly
spring day. © Lisa Bacon

A

© Laurie Lent

