
R einvigorated. Travel makes me feel 
reinvigorated. At this moment, while 

visiting the Saudi Arabian desert and 
coast, I’m marvelling at the species of 
plants and animals in this entirely new 
environment.  Most magnificent being the 
ethereal experience of snorkelling 
amongst the coloured fish and corals in 
the Red Sea in vivid silence. 
 
I’m also in awe of the phenomenally rapid 
rate of cultural change for women that is 
occurring here.  Seeing such a dramatic 
shift in social structures reinvigorates my 
sense of hope as I reflect on issues closer 
to home.  This includes optimism about 
overcoming complacency in our general 
community for habitat preservation and 
protection. 
 
Our globe is large, yet small; resilient, yet 
fragile.  Like Niagara, communities around 
the world are struggling with the 
consequences of development on air, 
water and terrestrial systems.  More than 
ever now is the time to broaden our club’s 
reach and our objective of promoting 
understanding of Niagara’s natural 
heritage and its incredible value. 
  
In line with this international perspective, 
our club and other Canadian groups been 
involved in historic cooperation with 
parallel organizations in the United States 

to support the upcoming Birds on the 
Niagara celebration. (Read more about 
this event on page 8). 
 
Although I will be stepping aside as 
president at our February AGM, I will 
wholeheartedly continue my commitment 
to the NFNC’s goals in promotions, 
partnerships and stewardship. It has been 
an honour to serve as NFNC president for 
the past few years, and I look forward to 
seeing our great club continue to evolve 
and develop. 
 
Kerry 

NFNC Appreciation Award                          by Win Laar 

The following is Win’s 
presentation speech to Gisele. 

T he Niagara Falls Nature 
Club Appreciation Award 

is presented to a nature club 
member who has undertaken 
a diverse and expansive body 
of work over the course of a 
number of years, as chosen 
by the current Board of 
Directors.  This award was 
presented for the first time 
last December, to Rhonda 
Armstrong. 
 
Tonight we show our 

appreciation to someone 
who has been working for 
our club for 26 years and 
who is one of our most 
enthusiastic ambassadors.  
Gisele Mills first became a 
director in 1993 and has 
served as our treasurer for 
the last 17 years.  It is 
Gisele’s warm smile that 
greets each person who 
comes to our meetings, as 
she welcomes new and 
returning members and 
maintains up to date 
membership lists. 
Gisele has, for years, 

Welcome New Members 

 Ralph Laird & Susan 
Vandenboom 

 Lisa Bacon 

President’s Message 
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Meetings at a Glance 

 March 11th ~ BRUCE 
MACKENZIE - Wings Along 
A Cliff 

 Saturday, April 18th ~ 
ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 
@ BETTY’s 5:00 p m 
followed by MARK PECK - 
Fruit of the Loon: A 
Summer with Common 
Loons 

 May 13th ~ WIN LAAR - Hiking 
the Bruce Trail                 
** also plant sale** 

ISSN: 0829-1241 

Outings at a Glance 

 Saturday March 21st @ 8:30 
am ~ TUNDRA SWANS AT 
LONG POINT 

 Good Friday April 10th @ 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm ~ 
BEAMER POINT HAWK 
WATCH 

 Saturday May 16th @ 8:30 am 
Raindate: May 17th ~ 
RATTRAY MARSH 
CONSERVATION AREA 

Kerry presented a workshop on biodiversity and 
habitat protection to female students at Niagara 
College’s Al Ahsa campus in Saudi Arabia.© Kerry 
Kennedy 

Mark Your Calendar 

 May 13th Meeting - Our annual 
plant sale.  Do you 
have garden plants 
that need to be 
divided? Perhaps you 
grew too many 
seedlings. Donate them 
to our plant sale, an 

important fundraiser for 
our club. 

See our Programs & Outings   
2019 - 2020 brochure or the club 
website for more information. 

Gisele receiving her award from 
Win at our December 11, 2019 
meeting.             © Carol Horvat 



taken the initiative in ensuring that we have interesting 
outings and speakers.  She and her husband Don chaired 
the Programs and Outings Committee, usually in her 
home, and she created and led the November outing, 
Ducks Along Lake Ontario and the January outing, 
Waterfowl Along the Niagara River.  She always 
circulated among the participants, ensuring that 
everyone saw the best birds.  For many years she and 
Don planned and led the club’s weekend outings.  She 
has also been an active participant in the Christmas Bird 
Counts.  

Gisele spends many hours maintaining and accompanying 
our display board, which is a big attraction at Hawkwatch 
and other public venues, such as Winterfest, Canada Day 
celebrations and Seniors Days, as well as at our own 
dinner meetings. She keeps in touch with many who are 
members but are no longer able to attend meetings. 
Gisele Mills may be small in height, but she plays a huge 
role in our club, and she occupies a huge place in our 
hearts.  Please join me in showing our appreciation to 
Gisele. 
Congratulations and thank you Gisele! 

O ver 200 people, including a good number of nature 
club members, packed the room at the Gale Centre 

on January 30th to express their concerns about the 
Riverfront development proposed to be built in the 
Thundering Waters slough forest complex.  

The city planner spoke, giving us little new information, 
and then concerned Niagara residents asked their 
questions and made their comments.   

People spoke on the importance of adequate buffers 
around wetlands, isolating wetlands, protecting 
endangered species, the loss of our Carolinian forests and 
wetlands and the need to save the ecology of the planet.  
They spoke about the need for an independent peer 
review, affordable housing and the failure of those 
pushing this development to establish need.  People 
questioned whether the government of China was funding 
this development.  People were very upset that the 
developer, GR (Can) Investments Ltd., violated the 
provincial conservation act by cutting trees and 
bulldozing through wetlands twice.   

Miriam Richards spoke about and to Savanta, the 
environmental consultant company hired by the 
developer.  She successfully challenged their claims that 
their statements made at the meeting were based on 
sound science.   

We did not get any reasonable answers from the 
developers.  H. Chang spoke at length in Chinese and 
then we got a few sentences in English saying very little 
from her chief engineer.  Incredibly, we were told that 
GR (Can) plans to build a museum on the site to teach us 

about protecting wetlands.   

The message, coming from many who spoke and those in 
the audience who cheered them on, was that this 
subdivision should be built where it won’t destroy our 
forests and wetlands.  Few will benefit from yet another 
development; we need to protect the wetlands and 
forests we have left. 

This plan of subdivision will go before Niagara Falls 
Council soon.  Council voted for the development before. 
Will they listen to us this time?  Only three councillors 
attended the meeting.  We need to keep working to 
make all of Council aware of our concerns about the 
environmental impact of the proposed development. 

Riverfront (Thundering Waters) Open House                  by Joyce Sankey 

NFNC Appreciation Award continued 
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A wetland in Niagara.                          © Joyce Sankey 

O ur November indoor meeting featured renowned 
photographer Mark Zelinski. His photos highlighted 

his fantastic storytelling, as he narrated his treks around 
the world and here in Niagara for our 
members. Mark is a graduate of Sheridan 
College and the Ontario College of Art, 
where he graduated as the top student, 
won the Governor General’s Medal and 
three scholarships for his work. In 2018 
he was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Canadian Geographical Society and has 
led tours with access to some of the most 
remote and highly coveted places on the 
planet (Jordan and Israel upcoming in 
2020). One of Mark’s many 
accomplishments includes the publication 

of numerous photography books, some of which he 
donates for charitable causes throughout the world 
through his “Books That Heal” initiative. His sixth book, 

“UNTITLED,” contains no words but uses 
the universal language of photos to tell its 
stories. It is provided to schools, 
orphanages and libraries as well as to 
children of war-torn and abusive 
backgrounds. Filled with pictures of 
people’s faces, authentic and 
unthreatening, the humanity of his 
photography encourages these survivors of 
violence to trust in the human spirit once 
again.  

Closer to home, Mark’s book, Heart of Heart of Turtle Island book.           
© Mark Zelinski 

From the Heart                                                            by Kiera Newman 



Turtle Island: The Niagara Escarpment, is an adventure in 
the Indigenous and natural spirit of the Niagara 
Escarpment. From Niagara Falls to Manitoulin Island, the 
Niagara Escarpment is the backbone of much of Ontario. 
Little known stories, like the Seneca history of the 
creation of the Niagara Escarpment and Maid of the Mist, 
bring the photographs in Mark’s book to life.  

Also published in 2017 is his book Canada’s Royal Garden 
with 25% of the sales of the book being donated to the 
Royal Botanical Gardens . It focuses on the many hectares 
of protected lands that make up the Royal Botanical 
Gardens in Burlington. This sanctuary holds some of the 

highest levels of biodiversity in Canada and should be 
appreciated and protected. It says so much about the 
value of our land here in Niagara that, with everywhere 
Mark has travelled and the photos he chooses to take and 
include in his books, he still finds Niagara worth 
documenting and showcasing.  
 
Thanks, Mark, for showing us how you view the world 
from behind your camera lens! Be on the lookout for his 
newest book, “Niagara: Land Between Two Waters” 
coming in June 2021. More information about Mark’s 
books, tours and other accomplishments visit his website 
at https://www.markzelinski.com/.  

From the Heart continued 
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Member’s Share Night                                                                 by various authors 

O ur last meeting before Christmas was again an 
evening for our members to share their interesting 

stories and photos of local nature or a vacation abroad or 
a hobby they enjoy, and a summary is presented below. 
Thank you to Missy, Win, Kerry and Tim for sharing your 
passions with our club members. 

 
Missy Acker presented her 
collection of thirty-one ink 
drawings that she created 
for Inktober 2019, an 
online challenge to create, 
from scratch, one ink 
drawing every single day in 
October. Subjects included 
Marabou Stork, Ground 
Hornbill, Great Blue 
Heron, Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoo, Silver Pheasant, 

Turkey and Cinereous Vultures. The works were drawn in 
a Moleskin cahier with various black ink pens. 
 
A Laar family trip to Alert Bay, BC, was the subject of a 
presentation featuring the ‘Namgis First Nation and 
various nature highlights. 
It was a rare privilege to witness a wiping of the tears 

ceremony during a ‘Namgis 
potlatch in the Big House, 
where grieving widows 
wiped away their tears 
with cedar branches, which 
were then gathered and 
thrown into a fire, thus 
enabling the spirits of the 
deceased to continue into 
the afterlife, and the 
survivors to continue with 
their lives. 

Later we saw the waterspouts and tall dorsal fins of male 
orcas and the curved fins of females, who are the leaders 
of their pods.  Humpback whales circled schools of fish 
into a tight ball, then lunged upwards from below, 
swallowing the whole mass at one gulp. 
 
Long dark ropes of kelp lay upon the water like garden 
hoses, holdfasts anchoring them to the ocean floor, while 

air-filled bulbs at the 
surface held the trailing 
green leaves up to 
photosynthesize the 
sunlight. 
Barnacles crusted the rocks, 
seemingly inert, but waiting 
for the tide to wash nutrient
-rich water over their 
opening beaks.  They were a 
favoured delicacy of Black 
Oystercatchers. 
 
The forest still held some immense cedars; others had 
been carved into totem poles in the ‘Namgis burial 
ground, each figure upon the totem telling part of the 
life story of the person beneath.  Evening fog lent a 

sense of timelessness and mystery to 
the scene. 
 
Kerry Kennedy presented a stewardship 
update on the discovery of Hemlock 
Woolly Adelgid at Harold Mitchell 
Nature Reserve, raising questions about 
how this little insect will impact the 
Hemlock trees in this forest and how 
they may spread to other Hemlock 
stands in the Niagara area and beyond. 
 

Tim Seburn presented a tease of a 30-minute 
documentary made by Chris Darton on the life of his 
friend and mentor Harold Axtell, 
a musician and one of the 
leading Naturalist/Ornithologists 
in North America who passed 
away in 1992. “Essence of 
Goodness: The Harold Axtell 
Story” is available to watch on 
YouTube. Anyone is welcome to 
visit the Axtell archive1 and 
archive2  online to view 
Harold’s notes, photos, letters 
and diaries. These archives can 
be made available to researchers by contacting Tim at 
timseburn@gmail.com. 

Thunderbird   © Naomi Laar-Allen 

Orca                               © Win Laar 

Harold Axtell       © Kayo Roy 

Hemlock Woolly 
Adelgid © Kerry 
Kennedy 

In Memorium 

W e were saddened to learn of the December 13, 2019 
passing of a long-time nature club member, Bob 

Briant. Bob enjoyed coming to meetings and joining in on 
our Wednesday evening walks. He was an active 

participant in and contributor to various natural areas 
inventories, with a particular interest in learning to 
identify different species of trees. 

Marabou Stork     © Missy Acker 

https://www.markzelinski.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=344ILb_zQEk&fbclid=IwAR1kJ5HEazvjtQAK1xTjqLFHDQCN_FIqP-8sPU0-h50k2GU2t2QKFzabiaM
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oyWvJDf6XL1sOErtnxiqpqK3T6G8DSNJ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QubreIujLlpp4eT_qCkx6JMaF727jruj?usp=sharing
mailto:timseburn@gmail.com


A t our indoor meeting on January  8, 2020, we were 
visited by Natalie Green, Project Manager, with the 

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority’s Niagara River 
Remedial Action Plan. She has held this position since 
early 2017, and prior to her work in Niagara, Natalie led 
the remediation efforts in the Detroit River Area of 
Concern for six years.  
 
With a dynamic presentation, Natalie 
filled us in about the history of this 
project and where we currently stand 
in terms of the health of the Niagara 
River. Since 1988, the Niagara River has 
been under remediation to remedy 
some of the devastating effects of 
industrialization that are contributing 
to the declining river conditions. In 
1987 it was listed as an Area of Concern 
due to pollution, sediment 
contamination and habitat loss. But the 
story was good news overall! Due to 
concerted efforts by Natalie and the many staff and 
volunteers that have spent time addressing the 
problems, the Niagara River is now much healthier than 

it was in the past. Still on the to-do list is an assessment 
of the status of fish and wildlife populations. 
To provide more natural habitat for aquatic wildlife, the 
Upper Niagara River is being engineered with fallen Ash 
and discarded Christmas trees to provide structure for 
fish nurseries. As fish stocks grow, they attract birds, and 

as sediments build up against the trees, 
more wetland plants grow. This is just 
one example of some of the many 
remedial activities being undertaken to 
improve the Niagara River. Natalie also 
distributed small waterproof folders to 
anyone interested in their Eat Safe Fish 
initiative. It contains information from 
the 2017-2018 Guide to Eating Ontario 
Fish in an easy-to-understand format 
and compact size to carry in a tackle 
box or backpack.  
 
Keep an eye on their website for 
information about a Niagara River 

Evening and opportunities to get involved with the river 
remediation activities. https://ourniagarariver.ca/ 

Niagara River Remedial Action Plan                             by Kiera Newman 
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Ducks Along Lake Ontario                                       by Karin & Paul Philp 

O n November 23, 2019, ten club members enjoyed a 
beautiful day, birding along the shores of Lake 

Ontario.  The weather 
was cold enough to be 
seasonal and warm 
enough to enjoy.  As 
well, the strong winds 
of the day prior not 
only disappeared but 
changed to a more 
favourable direction.  
And to top it off, 
there was enough sun 
to help restock our 
vitamin D. 
 

Although some of the stops were traditional viewing 
points, there were some changes from prior years due to 
shoreline erosion, an explosion of shoreline housing, and 
changes in feeding areas.   
 
Our first stop was at Casablanca Blvd. in Grimsby after 
skipping over a couple of usual stops of previous years.  
This area is unique in that there are about 500 m of open 
shoreline for viewing with ample parking, a treat for this 
day of development.   Waterfowl consisted mainly of 
Long-tailed ducks although, the day before, Karin and I 
had a few Common Loons and Goldeneyes but not on this 
day. 

 
As the small caravan 
continued toward Stoney 
Creek, the lead car 
continued, but the 
remainder stopped as 
Debbie Wright had spotted 
a Cooper’s Hawk buried in 
a myriad of branches.  
Many of us wondered how 
she did that.  Anyway, 
that led to a photo-op of a 
raptor that is elusive and 

always a treat to see.  
Cooper’s Hawks often don’t 
remain still with humans as 
close as we were, but this 
one was very 
accommodating. 
 
Everyone was informed about 
our future stops as we 
ventured forth, but just like 
the Cooper’s Hawk stop, they 
kept changing a bit.  As 
birders know, one can’t go 
with yesterday’s sightings but 
with what happens today. 
 
Another highlight of the day 
was the trifecta of scoters at 
Millen Road.  This was 

unexpected as the day prior 
there weren’t any waterfowl 

seen in the mighty waves.  This is also a great place to 
stop as water access and parking are both excellent.  Not 
only were all three scoters seen but they were very close 
so we had a great view.  Karin and I had to stop there 
again on the way home to get some photos.  No scope 
was needed as some of the scoters and ducks were very 
close to shore.  In one of the photos, you can get a sense 
of that. 

 
We also stopped at Sayers 
Park and Grays Rd. briefly.  Both of these stops are never 

Long-tailed Duck (male, nonbreeding)    
© Karin Philp 

Surf Scoter (adult male)            
© Karin Philp 

Cooper’s Hawk   © Karin Philp 

Black Scoter (male and female) © Rick 
Young 

The group looking out into Lake Ontario. 
© Karin Philp 

https://ourniagarariver.ca/
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T en hardy birders braved the light winter rain on 
January 26 to see the waterfowl along the Niagara 

Parkway. We started off spotting a few Long-tailed 
Ducks, Buffleheads, Goldeneyes, Red-breasted 
Mergansers and lots of Common Mergansers by Old Fort 
Erie. 
  
The Baby Hole area at the bottom of Queen Street in Fort 
Erie surprised us with three Golden-crowned Kinglets 
flitting about in the trees. On the river, there were lots 
of gulls including a small group of Bonaparte’s. 
  

Driving towards the Falls, we saw an unbelievably large 
raft of over 1,000 Canvasback ducks with a few 
Redheads, Scaup, Hooded Mergansers and Mallards among 
them. What an amazing sight that was as the raft formed 
a large crescent shape and then snaked down the river 
for a mile. 
  
We looked for the Tundra Swans but instead found Lesser 
and Greater Scaup, another group of Common Mergansers 
and a Belted Kingfisher. The                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Miller's Marina held more 
Common Mergansers as well as 
two Great Black-backed Gulls, a 
raft of Redheads and 
Canvasbacks. Arriving back at 
Dufferin Islands the usual 
Mallards, Gadwall, Canada Geese, 
Northern Cardinals, Chickadees 
and House Sparrows were seen. 
All in all, it was a great outing. 
Despite the weather, we saw 20 
species.  

Ducks Along Lake Ontario continued 
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a disappointment as waterfowl do seem 
to congregate there.   
 
After a brief stop at Hutch’s on the 
Beach for lunch, we finished the day at 
the Burlington Bay Canal on the lake 
side.  This area usually has something 
unique, and again, there are abundant 
parking and viewing points.  There the 
group with a little help viewed a King 
Eider duck.  Rick Young and I hung back 
and had a good view of two Peregrine 
Falcons in their noisy flight, then 
perching and feeding. 

All told we had about 30 species of birds, 
some with tremendous views.  For us, 
this was a great day with some 
wonderful fellow naturalists who over 
the years, have become such great 
friends. 

The Niagara Falls Nature Club will always 
be close to our hearts.  

Northern Cardinal            
© Debbie Wright 

Waterfowl Along the Niagara River                                By Debbie Wright 

The end of the day in Burlington.  © Rick Young 

T his year our Annual 
Dinner meeting will 

take place on Saturday, 
April 18. The social hour is 
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. with 
dinner to follow. 
Immediately following 
dinner our guest Mark Peck 
will be presenting Fruit of 
the Loon: A Summer with 
Common Loons. 

The tickets are $35 each and will be available at our 
February and March meetings from Carol Horvat and 
Doug Gillard. They can also be reserved by contacting 
Carol at cirrusbirdy@gmail.com or 905-687-8562 or Doug 
at bthikerx5@gmail.com. 
 
Come out and enjoy an evening of good food, good 
friendship, share a few laughs and learn about our 
Common Loons. Be sure to invite all your bird-loving 
friends too, they will love it! 

Annual Dinner Meeting at Betty’s in Chippawa 

Howard Martin Memorial Bursary 

B rock University's Howard Martin Memorial Bursary was 
established by the Niagara Falls Nature Club and first 

awarded in 1992.  Awarded to a student with interest in 
the natural environment and a desire to communicate 
this interest to others, the 27th recipient for the 2018-
2019 school year was Daniel Marshall, a fourth-year 
student majoring in Geography.  While the first awards 
were in the $200 range, the intervening years have grown 
the annual award to more than $2500, which is 
undoubtedly welcome support for access to a University 

education.  Donations to the fund may be made through 
the Niagara Falls Nature Club or directly through Brock 
University.   

https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/DonationPage.aspx?
eventid=214293&langpref=en-CA&Referrer=direct%2fnone 

When completing the online form, select 'Other' for the 
gift designation and type in Howard Martin Memorial 
Bursary. 

A small portion of the raft of mostly Canvasback ducks. 
© Debbie Wright 

                                 © Mark Peck 

mailto:cirrusbirdy@gmail.com?subject=Annual%20Dinner%20Meeting
mailto:bthikerx5@gmail.com
https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/DonationPage.aspx?eventid=214293&langpref=en-CA&Referrer=direct%2fnone
https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/DonationPage.aspx?eventid=214293&langpref=en-CA&Referrer=direct%2fnone


Last year I started my report with the phrase “Where are 
the birds?” It looks like I can use this phrase again this 
year.  
 
Despite that, several record high counts were set. 
Trumpeter Swans (9 – thanks Kayo) and 16 Black Vultures 
were both high counts. Both Black-legged Kittiwake and 
Black-headed Gull were tallied as well as a Black Scoter 
and two Red-necked Grebes. The group tallied only 1 
Snow Bunting and 1 Red-winged Blackbird, and we missed 
Northern Harrier and Belted Kingfisher all together. 
 
The total number of species seen was 83. Although it 
wasn’t the lowest total for the count, it tied with 2015 
for the lowest count in 30 years. The small number of 
participants and the low number of birds in general at 

many other Christmas counts in Southern Ontario may 
have played a role in this. 
  
The number of individual birds tallied was 33,175; 
however, a large proportion of this number is a massive 
flock of at least 10,000 European Starlings. The 
accumulative total for the count remains at 164 species, 
and the new accumulative total is 2,274,442 individuals. 
 
Many thanks to the 40 participants, including members of 
the Niagara Falls Nature Club, Peninsula Field Naturalists 
and Bert Miller Nature Club, as well as Buffalo 
Ornithological Society birders who were covering the 
New York State portion of the count. Thanks to Willie 
D’Anna for organizing the U. S. counters and Kayo Roy for 
his continuing advice and help. We couldn’t do it without 
any of you!   

48th Annual NF ON/NY CBC December 27th, 2019          by Marcie Jacklin 
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         Total number of species             83  

         Total number of individuals   33175 

Canada Goose 805 

Mute Swan 1 

Trumpeter Swan 9 

Gadwall  12 

American Wigeon 10 

Mallard     140 

American Black Duck 4 

Canvasback 26 

Greater Scaup 47 

White-winged Scoter 274 

Black Scoter 1 

Long-tailed Duck 279 

Bufflehead 36 

Common Goldeneye 188 

Hooded Merganser 5 

Common Merganser 439 

Red-breasted Merganser 647 

     duck species 8 

Wild Turkey 24 

Pied Billed Grebe 1 

Horned Grebe 3 

Red-necked Grebe 2 

Rock Pigeon 361 

Mourning Dove 182 

Black-legged Kittiwake 1 

Bonaparte's Gull 4393 

Black-headed Gull 1 

Little Gull 9 

Ring-billed Gull 617 

Herring Gull 3512 

Iceland Gull 4 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 

Glaucous Gull 1 

Great Black-backed Gull 65 

     gull species 13 

Red-throated Loon 6 

Double-crested Cormorant 13 

Great Blue Heron 12 

Black Vulture 16 

Turkey Vulture 34 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 

Cooper's Hawk 12 

Accipiter species 1 

Bald Eagle 3 

Red-tailed Hawk 38 

Eastern Screech Owl 4 

Great-horned Owl 1 

Snowy Owl 1 

Long-eared Owl 1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 47 

Downy Woodpecker 69 

Hairy Woodpecker 8 

Northern Flicker 32 

American Kestrel 6 

Merlin  2 

Peregrine Falcon 1 

Blue Jay  269 

American Crow 88 

Common Raven 3 

Black-capped Chickadee 170 

Tufted Titmouse 2 

Horned Lark 1 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 7 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 

White-breasted Nuthatch 25 

Brown Creeper 3 

Winter Wren 4 

Carolina Wren 41 

European Starling 18078 

Northern Mockingbird 7 

Eastern Bluebird 27 

American Robin 397 

Cedar Waxwing 70 

House Sparrow 753 

House Finch 178 

American Goldfinch 213 

Snow Bunting 1 

American Tree Sparrow 46 

Dark-eyed Junco 162 

White-crowned Sparrow 3 

White-throated Sparrow 30 

Song Sparrow 17 

Swamp Sparrow 1 

Red-winged Blackbird 1 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 2 

Northern Cardinal 144 
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About Us 

The Niagara Falls Nature Club is an affiliate club of Ontario 
Nature. Non-members are invited to try out club programs 
to learn about meetings, walks or outings. Should you wish 
to continue your involvement, please become a member.  

Regular meetings with guest speakers are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month from September - June 
with the exception of April (dinner meeting) and June 
(potluck     picnic). Doors open at 6:40 pm for refreshments 
and social time, meetings begin at 7:00 pm and are held at 
the Niagara Falls Public Library, 4848 Victoria Ave. 

Memberships are due January 1st and cover a calendar 
year, January 1st - December 31st. The cost is $15 for 
students, $25 for a single membership or $35 for a family 
and can be       purchased at our monthly meetings or by 
mail. Membership forms are available at meetings or on our 
web site. 

PO Box 901 
Niagara Falls, ON 
L2E 6V8 

Niagara Falls Nature Club  

www.niagarafallsnatureclub.org 
 

Email: niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com 

In Closing... 

Nature Niagara News, newsletter of the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club is published four times per year (February, May, August 
and November).  Submissions for the next issue are due by 
the end of the month prior to publication.  
 
Club members are encouraged to send in  articles, photos, 
stories, observations and outing reviews to 
nfncnewsletter@gmail.com. Material accepted may be 
edited and will be used subject to space allowances. 
 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Niagara 
Falls Nature Club or the Editor. 
 
Thank you to all the members who make time to contribute 
to make a great newsletter! 

 
2019 - 2020 Executive 

 
President ~ Kerry Kennedy 

 
Past President and Secretary ~ Win Laar 

 
Vice President ~ Kiera Newman 

 
Treasurer ~ Gisele Mills 

 
Conservation Director ~ Joyce Sankey 

 
Directors ~ Tara Darling 

 
    ~ Doug Gillard       ~ Carol Horvat 

  
  ~ Nancy Lease       ~ Rick Young 

 
Newsletter Editor ~ Lorraine Brown-Joyce 

 
Webmaster ~ Kerry Kennedy 

 

O ur club will be participating in the inaugural Niagara 
Falls Mother Earth Day event taking place during 

Mother's Day Weekend from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  We 
are looking for members who would be interested in 
volunteering to help out by staffing our booth to answer 
questions about our club or assisting on a walk we are 
leading.  If you can come for an hour or stay for the 
whole day, your assistance would be much appreciated. 
If you are interested, please contact Joyce Sankey, Kerry 
Kennedy or Win Laar. More information about the event 
can be found on the city’s website here: https://
niagarafalls.ca/city-hall/committees/park-in-the-city/
mother-earth-day/default.aspx 

M emberships for 2020 are now PAST 
DUE. You can renew your membership 

at our monthly meeting or by mailing a 
cheque to our postal address listed above. 
Your paid membership allows us to continue 
to offer programs that are loved by all, such 
as speakers at our indoor meetings and our 

Wednesday Evening Walks throughout the summer. Thank 
you to everyone who has already renewed. 

B irds on the Niagara: A Celebration 
of Winter Birds will be held on 

Valentine’s Day Weekend (Family Day 
Weekend in Ontario) Friday, February 14 
and Saturday, February 15. The event 
will be held at a variety of locations and 
venues along both the Canadian and US 
sides of the Niagara River. 
 

Events will kick off on Friday February 14, on the US 
side with a Valentine’s Day themed Birds and Brew 
evening hosted by Buffalo Audubon at Flying Bison 
Brewery, 840 Seneca Street in Buffalo. 
  
Saturday February 15, events will include birding tours 
on both sides of the International border.  The Niagara 
Glen Nature Centre will be the Canadian event hub, 
opening specially for the day (10 am – 2 pm). 
Refreshments and washrooms will be available along with 
the Canadian Raptor Conservancy’s Birds of Prey and 
other displays. In the USA, indoor programming and 
displays will be set up at the Niagara Power Vista in 
Lewiston NY.  At 4 pm, the keynote speaker, Jajean Rose
-Burney, will present a program about the Birds on the 
Niagara. 
  
For more information on the full schedule go to 
http://www.birdsontheniagara.org/schedule-of-
events.html  
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