
W elcome spring!  Hello to the nodding 
trout lilies and bright marsh 

marigolds, to the migrating birds and even 
to the many insects that have now 
emerged to greet the warmth in the 
air.  We are ready to get out to our woods 
and meadows and shores to greet these 
marvels of nature. 
  
Welcome, also to our many new members 
who have joined over the winter season. 
Social time at indoor meetings flies by far 
too quickly, so walks and trips are a great 
opportunity for chatting while 
strolling.  “Wanna wander?” is a new 
initiative we are looking to kick off in the 
coming months.  If at least 2 members are 
planning to go for a nature hike and would 
like to invite others to join for a 
spontaneous outing, please email 
niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com to have 
the details sent out to club members. 
  
See you on the trails, 
Kerry Kennedy 

W ritten 
by 

John Black 
and club 
member 
Kayo Roy, 
Niagara 
Birds is a 
valuable 
book filled 
with 
species 
accounts, 
articles 
and 
fabulous 

photographs.  Although out of print, it is 
now available as an online resource and 
will always be at your fingertips under 
the Resources -> Helpful Links section of 
our club website.   
http://niagarafallsnatureclub.org 

R.W.Sheppard Award 2018 Goes to Rick Young 

S ometimes the most direct route to a 
destination is an indirect route.  And 

so it is this evening, as we make a 
surprise presentation of the R.W. 
Sheppard Conservation Award. 

This award was established in 1986 to 
commemorate the efforts of R.W. 
Sheppard, a renowned biologist, author 
and local naturalist, and the first 
Honorary President in 1966 of the newly 
formed Niagara Falls Nature Club. 

The objectives of the award are to 
recognize and honour an individual or a 
group of individuals for contributions to 
the Niagara community through 
conservation, education or research in 
the field of nature. 

It is the unanimous opinion of your Board 
of Directors that Rick Young has made an 
outstanding contribution to conservation 
and nature education in Niagara. 

Welcome New Members 

 Kenneth & Frances Schander 

 Cathy Giancarlo 

 Dan Ronis & Nancy Lease 
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Meetings at a Glance 

 June 13 @ 6:00 pm Potluck 
Picnic at Queenston 
Heights 

ISSN: 0829-1241 

Outings at a Glance 

 May 16 @ 7:00 pm  ~Lower 
Cave Springs (8) 

 May 23 @ 7:00 pm 
~Firemen’s Park (6) 

 May 30 @ 7:00 pm  ~Lathrop 
Property (6) 

 June 6 @ 7:00 pm  ~Louth 
Conservation Area (9) 

 June 20 @ 7:00 pm  
~Allanburg, Lake Gibson 
(2) 

 June 27 @ 7:00 pm  ~Niagara 
College (Glendale) (2) 

 July 4 @ 7:00 pm  ~St John’s 
C.A. (6) 

 July 11  @ 7:00 pm  ~Short 
Hills P.P. Wiley Rd (3) 

 July 18 @ 7:00 pm  
~Morgan’s  Point (2) 

 July 25 @ 7:00 pm  ~Twelve 
Mile Creek (2) 

 August 1 @ 7:00 pm  ~Short 
Hills Wilderness Area (7) 

 August 8 @ 7:00 pm 
~Shagbark Nature Park (7) 

 August 15 @ 7:00 pm  
~Baden Powell Park (2) 

Win Laar presents the award to Rick Young. Photo 
by Janice Haines. 

President’s Message 

mailto:niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com
http://niagarafallsnatureclub.org/


Rick and Dora Young joined the NFNC nearly 30 years ago 
and immediately became wholly involved, participating 
and volunteering in every activity. Whether it was 
planting a prairie at Baden-Powell Park, or interacting 
with the public on Canada Day, Rick and Dora were 
there. 

Rick has participated in numerous inventories of natural 
areas, growing his knowledge of common and rare flora 
and fauna, and sharing that knowledge with others. Such 
inventories increase environmental awareness within the 
community and provide the data bases for future 
planning decisions.  

In 1997 Rick assisted Allan Veall with the inventory of 
Baden-Powell Park.  He was the lead on the club’s first 
survey for the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority, 
done at Louth Conservation Area in 2003.  He also began 
an inventory of Harold Mitchell Nature Reserve that same 
year.  He was at times the steward for the Harold 
Mitchell property, and at times the assisting steward. 

He was co-chair with John Potter on one of the Natural 
Areas Inventory volunteer survey teams from 2006 - 
2008. 

He assisted Albert Garofalo with his Lake Erie Shoreline 
Inventory starting in 2010 and he wrote articles for the 
newsletter about their findings. 

He began a comprehensive data base – Niagara Region 

proposals.  It will take all of us working together to 
ensure that our wetlands and forests have some 
protection from the rapid development that is taking 
place in Niagara. 

Thundering Waters:  A public meeting is planned on May 
8th at City Hall.  The Thundering Waters Forest Complex 
should not be developed.   Building on the areas not 
considered provincially significant wetlands would 
eventually degrade the biodiversity of the area.  Wetland 
complexes are areas where more than one wetland is 

H ere is a short update on a few of the habitat 
protection issues the NFNC has been working on over 

the past few months. 

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority: We submitted 
a letter to the Auditor General of Ontario who is 
conducting a value for money audit of the NPCA.  The 
letter details some of our club’s history with the NPCA 
and how that has changed since 2012 when a pro-
development strategic plan was adopted.  I wrote about 
our volunteer work over many years with the NPCA and 
about the firing of many of the excellent front line 
employees that we formerly worked with.  I wrote about 
the biodiversity offsetting fiasco and also about the 
lawsuit against Ed Smith.  I wrote how the NPCA refused 
to reinstate Albert Garofalo for a second term on the 
Community Liaison Advisory Committee despite his 
having been nominated by four nature clubs and five 
other area environmental groups. 

Buffers and Provincially Significant Wetlands: Did you 
know that 10 metre buffers around provincially 
significant wetlands are common in Niagara? The 
province calls for 30 metres as the minimum.  Each time 
a lower limit is allowed, it is used as further justification 
to allow it in the next subdivision.  Buffers provide some 
protection to wetlands when an area near them is built 
up.  A recent zoning change application in Niagara Falls 
called for 10 metre buffers as well as some destruction 
of interior forest area.  Concerned citizens as well as 
NPCA staff managed to persuade the developer to amend 
those plans, but adequate vegetative buffers are 
something we all need to look for in new development 

R.W. Sheppard Award 2018 cont’d 
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Dense Blazing Star at Thundering Waters. Photo by Joyce 
Sankey 

Wetlands, Buffers and Audits 

Plants – in 2006, adding to it observations from all 
club walks and outings, a data base that continues 
to this day. 

For many years he assisted Jim Smith with bird 
banding at Rock Point Bird Banding Station, and 
volunteered with the Niagara Land Trust on a 
stewardship team. 

He writes numerous letters to all levels of 
government advocating for the preservation of 
natural areas. He was the editor of this newsletter 
for over four years, ending with the previous issue. 

He educates children and adults through walks and 
presentations to our club and to others, and 
continues to spread the good word, already this 
year at Winterfest at Heartland Forest, and at 
Hawkwatch in Grimsby.  

If you hang around with Rick Young for any length 
of time you’ll hear him complain about how much 
he has forgotten, but we will not forget how much 
he has contributed to nature conservation and 
education in Niagara. 

Please join me in expressing our appreciation to 
Rick Young. 

~Presentation speech by Win Laar 



linked to another and separated by a non-wetland area.  
Wetlands, forests, and grassland and shrub areas all are 
part of the whole. Are a few jobs, which could be 
created elsewhere, and more wealth for the already 
wealthy, justification for destroying habitat that wildlife 
need to survive?   

We have also been involved with wooded parks in the 
City of Niagara Falls, the Greenbelt expansion and 
protection of water sources and we wrote to Fort Erie 
Council to urge them to save Waverly Woods. 

~Joyce Sankey 

B rian Pihack was our guest speaker in February and 
opened our eyes to the incredible sights above our 

heads.  The title of his presentation,” Astronomy for 
Busy People”, was meant to inspire even those of us with 
only a few minutes to spare, to get out and experience 
the wonders of space.  He began with phenomenal 
photos of the Aurora Borealis taken within the Niagara 
Region, including a rare blue, purple and indigo aurora 
corona over Firemen’s Park in September. Although we 
often think of auroras as only being visible in the north, 
Brian assured us that there were 
plenty of opportunities to see them 
closer to home.  He recommends 
the website www.aurora-service.org 
for alerts on when an aurora is likely 
to happen nearby and to report 
auroras for others to enjoy. 

Even more common than auroras are 
light pillars, best seen on cold, still 
days.  These beautiful visions are 
created by ice crystals stacking on 
top of one another high into the sky. 
Any light source can create the 
pillar effect when it shines on this 
tower of crystals.  Similar to a light 
pillar, a “Sun Dog” can be seen at 
sunrise or sunset when the 
conditions are very cold – it’s the 
light from the sun in this case that 
creates the vision. If you were to 
see a pyramidal or cone-shaped 
glow in the west, especially in 
February, March or April, you may 
be experiencing a Zodiacal Light 
formation created from ice and 
leftover dust from the formation of 
our solar system.  How cool is that? 

After an introduction into the more common 
observations we are likely to see at night from here on 
Earth, Brian moved onto the space industry with 
information about SpaceX, a private spaceflight company 
that has been receiving significant media attention 
lately.  With the recent launch of a reusable orbital class 
rocket, Founder Elon Musk has furthered the industry of 
private (as opposed to government) space travel. NASA 
has already used SpaceX’s ships over a dozen times to 
transport materials to the International Space Station. 
The partnership is likely to continue, as the US 
government removes itself from the costly process of 
getting off the Earth’s surface.   

 Back to the wonders of space seen from Earth – Brian 
informed us that Mars will be brighter in 2018 than it has 
been since 2003, so get out there and take a look.  It can 
be found in the constellation of Orion. That would be 
Orion the Hunter. Although the Sumerians were the first 

civilization to label Orion, it was also featured in Greek 
and Egyptian mythologies.  All three groups of people 
described Orion amid the group of nearby stars, and 
although the stories vary slightly in their details, in all 
cases, Orion is killed by a scorpion’s sting.  The 
constellation of Scorpio, to no surprise, can be seen at 
one horizon when Orion is at the other. Brian’s 
presentation went on into various other myths, bringing 
stories to life as our ancestors must have long before 
Netflix, with the depths of space as our only screen. 

Bringing us back to reality, we were 
informed that there are multiple non
-celestial (human-made) objects 
orbiting high above us, most of which 
are harmless.  However, an old 
Chinese Space Station is currently 
degrading its orbit and will enter 
Earth’s atmosphere sometime this 
year, according to models.  
Hopefully it will enter over the vast 
Pacific Ocean and any debris will fall 
(relatively) harmlessly out of the 
deep black depths of space and into 
the deep blue depths of the ocean. 

The talk then took a philosophical 
(backed by science of course) turn as 
Brian used his extensive experience 
to answer the question “Can you 
hear a scream in space?”.  Since 
space is made of relatively few 
particles and is considered mostly a 
vacuum, one would think that there 
would not be sound if it required the 
action of particle to particle 

transmission of energy.  However, 
sound travels on pressure waves and 

not as particles, so this complicates the answer. In 
Brian’s experience, the pressure waves would transfer 
energy to the end surface (be it ears or other material).  
Therefore, his conclusion is that a scream would, indeed, 
be able to be heard, even in the relative emptiness of 
space. 

Brian’s presentation was filled with introductions into an 
array of subjects, from auroras to spaceships to the Milky 
Way. It was an enlightening slideshow of pictures and 
information.  Ultimately, the title was apt, as it showed 
us that even as busy as we are, there is no reason we 
can’t enjoy the vastness of space.  From firsthand 
observations, through myths and even news stories, the 
history, current delights, and futuristic directions of 
humans and the night sky can satisfy everyone’s 
interests.  Thank you, Brian, for an inspiring evening. 

~Kiera Newman 

Wetlands, Buffers and Audits cont’d 

Looking Up at the Skies Above Us 
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Aurora Spectacular photo by David T. Chapman 



birds and use scopes or binoculars to watch without 
getting uncomfortably close. Sightings of owls can be 
recorded on ebird.ca. To locate owls, look for stick 
nests, look in tree cavities, look for pellets the owls have 
coughed up, look for whitewash (uric acid splattered on 
branches) and also scan fields or grasslands where owls 

may hunt. 

If you come across an injured owl, 
contact The Owl Foundation, which 
accepts sick or hurt owls with the goal 
of assessing, rehabilitating and 
releasing them. (Kay McKeever, Niagara 
Falls Nature Club’s Honourary 
President, established this organization 
with her husband, Larry in the 1970’s). 

Protecting critical habitat is essential 
for maintaining healthy owl 
populations.  Being politically aware 
and supporting organizations like the 
Niagara Land Trust can help to make a 
difference locally.  

~Kerry Kennedy 

S torm chaser and photographer, David Chapman 
presented The Beauty of Niagara Region at our club’s 

March meeting. From images of a cloud formation known 
as a “whale’s mouth” to the curve of a mustache cloud, 
or horseshoe vortex, we were awed by the stories and 
photographs of this cloud connoisseur. Mammatus clouds, 
a unique series of ‘bubbles’ hanging from the underside 
of the clouds are certainly interesting and rare. To 

photograph 
the 
movement of 
stormy 
Hamilton 
skies, one of 
David’s 
favourite 
spots is from 
the viewpoint 
with the big 
cross, 
located at 
Devil’s Punch 
Bowl off of 
Ridge Road.  
  
David 
encourages 
us to get out 
and look 
upwards at 
the night sky 
as well. For 
views above 
Lake Erie, he 
favours 
Lowbanks, 

located 
between Port 

Colborne and Rock Point Provincial Park.  While the 
northern lights can be visible from pretty much 
anywhere, David likes to photograph over Fort George in 
NOTL and recommends checking online using 

spaceweather.com and solarham.net to see the 
anticipated auroral oval. The Aurora Borealis is 
constantly changing and follows an 11 year solar 
cycle. David also uses online weather models for tracking 
the numbers, animations and historical patterns that 
assist with understanding the fascinating weather 
systems that move across the Niagara region. 
 
~Kerry Kennedy 

Tracking Skyward Beauty 

Always Owls 
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M arcie Jacklin’s presentation on The Owls of Ontario 
in January detailed eleven species with a collection 

of photos from local birders. She also described features 
many owls share in common, such as how the design of 
owls’ wing feathers enables them to fly silently.   These 
birds of prey are able to integrate senses using binocular 
vision, for good depth perception 
and binaural hearing, with their 
ears offset on either side of their 
head, to determine the exact 
direction of sounds. Exhibiting 
reverse sexual dimorphism, 
female owls are larger than the 
males who feed them, as their 
smaller size is actually better for 
hunting. 

Marcie emphasized how important 
it is to avoid disturbing owls when 
we are in their vicinity. As a way 
to camouflage themselves, owls 
will freeze and sit still; a 
motionless owl may be a stressed 
owl. People can be less threatening 
if they avoid looking directly at the 

Northern Saw-whet Owl in Fort Erie. Photo by 
Lorraine Brown-Joyce. 

Lightning near Beamsville. Photo by David T. 
Chapman. 

Gust front shelf over Lake Erie. Photo by David T. Chapman. 

http://spaceweather.com/
http://solarham.net/


S ometimes a little delayed gratification is a good 
thing, as for the first time our dinner meeting was 

postponed for a week due to freezing rain. 

On April 21st, a warm and sunny day, Maggie and Dave 
Sims brought photos and commentary on their Safari and 
Gorilla Trek in Uganda: Pearl of Africa.  

Times have changed in Uganda. Where once Idi Amin told 
the poor to shoot  animals for their survival, thus 
decimating the population, now the Ugandan Wildlife 
Authority works to preserve and grow the wildlife.  The 
biggest problem is poaching, as modern heat-sensing 
technology leaves no protection for the animals, even at 
night.  With ivory worth a million dollars a kilo the 
incentive to kill is great. 

The story of the wild rhino illustrates the change.  In a 
ten year period during the seventies 300 rhinos were 
exterminated from the wild.  In 2005 the Ziwa Rhino 
Sanctuary imported 6 rhinos, and now has 22 animals 
living a free and natural life, guarded by rangers.  There 
they saw the gentle Southern White Rhino. The Black 
Rhino, on the other hand, can get very aggressive and 
move at 70 km/hour.   Sadly the Northern White Rhino is 
now virtually extinct as only two females survive in a 
Kenyan reserve. 

So many heart-stopping animals to see, such as the Cape 
Buffalo, which can go from zero to you’re dead in three 
seconds, the critically endangered Rothschild’s Giraffe, 
with only 600 left, and the docile Hippo, which will run 

right over you if it is 
frightened at night, 
in its headlong rush 
from grazing to 
safety in the water. 

We saw the 19 inch 
long Giant 
Kingfisher, the Grey-
crowned Crane, the 
national bird of 
Uganda, and the 
Shoebill, with the 
biggest bill of any 
living bird, also 
called the statue 
bird, for its habit of 

standing perfectly 
still. 

Eventually we got to 
Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park and 
the gorillas.  We 
learned that gorillas 
have a 98% DNA 
match to humans, 
with human 
emotions.  Their 
nose prints are 
unique to each 
individual. 

But first, the rules: one may not approach closer than 7 
metres to a gorilla.  One may not be sick, not even with 
a cold, which would be deadly to the gorillas, of whom 
only 700 survive in the world today. Visitors are taken to 
see one of 14 habituated family groups that are in 
Uganda, and any one family can be visited only twice a 
week,  by a group of no more than 8 people, for a visit of 
no more than one hour.  It takes 6 years to habituate a 
family group to humans.  The first two years, a ranger 
settles in at night, near but not in the gorilla territory, 
so that the gorillas become used to him, and then 
gradually staff are more active around them until the 
gorilla family accepts them. 

Tourists are advised to hire a porter, who runs up and 
down the steep, slippery, cold wet slopes with ease, 
while others find it incredibly difficult and barely make 
it up.   

The visit is worth all the effort, to see these gentle 
giants lounging peacefully with their young, browsing or 
resting.  Maggie and Dave saw 12 or 13 gorillas that day, 
and one had not heard of the 7 metre rule, brushing 
himself against Maggie’s side. Maggie said that to be 
amongst those amazing creatures was a privilege, her 
most moving experience ever. 

Our thanks go to Maggie and Dave for sharing their 
adventure, and we look forward to their return in 
November, when we shall hear of the lost world of 
lemurs in Madagascar. 

~Win Laar  

Around Snyder in Fort Erie we had the 
good fortune to find a Eurasian Wigeon 
along with Tundra Swans, Northern 
Shoveler and Gadwall. 

Throughout the day we were also 
treated to views of Red-tailed Hawks, 
a Cooper’s Hawk,  Horned Larks, and 
Red–winged Blackbirds. 

~Rick Young 

O n a blustery day in late February 
Marcie Jacklin ushered a number 

of club members around the area from 
Niagara Falls to St. Catharines, 
Lincoln, Pelham, Port Colborne and 
Fort Erie. 

 We had the good fortune to find 
three Snowy Owls in St. Catharines. In 
Lincoln we were treated to Eastern 
Bluebirds flying about and a Great 
Horned Owl on the nest. In Port 
Colborne we saw a Raven’s nest but 
they were unfortunately absent. 

Owl Prowl and Other Winter Goodies 

Safari and Gorilla Trek in Uganda: Pearl of Africa 
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Male Silverback Gorilla. Photo by Dave 
Sims. 

Mountain Gorillas at Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park. Photo by 
Dave Sims.  

Eurasian Wigeon drake. Photo by Darlene 
Deemert. 



I n Mid-March twelve club members took our annual trip 
to Long Point in search of Tundra Swans, other 

waterfowl and birds. 

Once in the 
area, we 
traveled along 
Lakeshore 
Road toward 
Port Royal and 
the Lee Brown 
Conservation 
site. In the 
surrounding 
fields there 
were great 
numbers of 
Tundra Swans. 
At the 
conservation 
site we were 
treated to a 
Bald Eagle 
flying by. In 
the ponds 
there were 
American 

Wigeon, Green-winged Teal plus Mallards and Canada 
Geese. In the adjacent fields we saw Horned Larks, a 
Killdeer and American Robins. 

Next we headed toward the causeway and Black Creek. 
Here we were treated to Sandhill Cranes, Ring-necked 
Ducks, and both Hooded and Common Merganser along 
with a Common Grackle. 

T he annual Niagara 
Peninsula Hawkwatch 

took place at Beamer 
Memorial Conservation 
Area in Grimsby Friday 
March 30th, from 10 am to 
3 pm despite the 
unseasonably cold and 
damp weather. Warm 
clothing and good boots 
were a necessity as our 
booth area became quite 
muddy. 

Hardy souls from Southern 
Ontario and the United 
States were not deterred. 
Nature lovers including 
birdwatchers and their 
families, many with 
children brought a festive 
atmosphere to the event as they greeted friends, toured 
the booths and watched the live display of hawks, owls 
and eagles. A food truck was a welcome addition during 
the event. 

Carol and Doug stationed themselves strategically at the 
entrance and collected many donations. Rick setup the 
NFNC display board alongside the Niagara Land Trust 
table and we joined him in greeting visitors.  Other 

Our next stop was at the Old Cut. This area was not too 
lively but we did have a Carolina Wren, Red-winged 
Blackbird and  House Finch.  

After a lunch break a couple of our members departed 
and the rest of us continued on to the Bird Studies 
Canada property. At the waterfront there was an 
abundance of waterfowl. With the bright sun and wind 
rippling the water it was difficult to take pictures. We 
did however find Redhead, Canvasback and Greater 
Scaup. 

Our next stop was the Port Rowan sewage lagoons. Here 
we saw Bufflehead and Gadwall and a bonus Muskrat and 
Beaver. 

Heading 
away from 
the 
lakefront 
we found 
some 
Sandhill 
Cranes 
near Port 
Royal but 
our search 
for Rusty 
Blackbirds 
was to no 
avail. 

~Rick 
Young 

nature booths were 
present as was the NPCA.  
The new bird watchtower 
was staffed by 3 to 4 
experts who announced 
the arrival of various 
species as they appeared 
in the sky.  Highlights 
included Golden and Bald 
Eagles, Peregrines, 
Merlins and Ospreys. 

As usual, the live 
demonstrations drew 
large crowds.  One can 
never get bored seeing 
these magnificent large 
tethered birds up close 
and personal, also 
providing opportunities 
for closeup photography. 

As the day progressed, our display board drew many 
visitors with questions about the club’s work and the 
number of bird species that may be seen in the Niagara 
Region.  Some expressed interest in joining the NFNC and 
were directed to our website.  All-in-all an enjoyable day 
and well worth our club’s participation.  

~Michael and Mary Deeley 

Beamer Memorial Hawkwatch Open House 

A Trip to Long Point 
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Michael and Mary Deeley with the NFNC photo board. Photo from Michael 
Deeley. 

Sandhill Cranes near Port Royal. Photo by Rick Young. 

Some of the club members posing for a group 
shot. Photo by Kerry Kennedy. 



W ith no takers for our Niagara Glen outing on the 
cold, wet, foggy morning of April 28th, we were 

ready to 
head home 
again 
when two 
hardy souls 
appeared, 
eager for a 
walk, so 
off we 
went.  An 
unusually 
cold April 
had 
delayed 
many of 
the 
wildflowers, 
but 
Dutchman’s Breeches, Wild Ginger, Sharp-lobed Hepatica 
and Blue Cohosh still greeted our arrival.  By the river 
wide swaths of Bloodroot held their petals closed, petals 

which had gathered sunshine and bees just two days 
before.  On Foster’s Flats two deer watched us curiously, 
the first time I’ve seen deer in the Glen.  High water on 
the river completely submerged Pebbly Beach along with 
the Sneezeweed, Great Lobelia, Cardinal Flower and Joe 
Pye Weed that used to be abundant there.  Even in the 
rain, the roar of the river, the dance of the faded Beech 
leaves in 
the trees, 
the 
lushness of 
the moss 
on the 
rocks all 
combined 
to remind 
us of the 
magic of 
being in 
the 
Niagara 
Glen. 

~Win Laar 

see me, making purring sounds mixed with yelps and 
squeals. 

In early January he started displaying to me while the 
hens ate.  I assured him he was magnificent. His face 
went from looking like a pale blue wrinkled potato to a 

vivid neon turquoise, with 
swollen red wattles at his 
throat. The little bristle cone 
called a snood on top of his 
beak now extended down the 
side of his beak like a long 
thick worm.  A bushy “beard” 
puffed out from his chest.  He 
was huge. 

Soon Tom became extremely 
aggressive toward me, 
screaming gobbles and 
dashing at me furiously.  I 
fended him off with a broom. 
One day he kept me trapped 
in my car for long minutes 
until I ventured out waving a 
hiking pole at him. 

Another day he attacked an 
unsuspecting meter reader, 
and I whacked him as hard as 
I could with the broom until 

she escaped.  He kept on after me until I got inside the 
house.  When he attacked Kal, he got three hard whacks 
on his neck with the hiking pole, and for the first time, 
Tom backed down. 

I have long understood why it is downright stupid to feed 
coyotes and bears.  I mistakenly put turkeys in the same 
category as song birds, and rationalized that it was OK to 

T he first time I saw one, I yelped.  Back in 1990, it 
was as though a brontosaurus had suddenly appeared 

among the songbirds.  Recorded as abundant by early 
explorers, wild turkeys were an important source of food 
for aboriginal people and first settlers, and were 
overharvested, extirpated from Ontario by 1909. 

Now, eighty years later, a 
lone migrant had likely 
followed the green corridor 
of the Niagara escarpment 
to our home near 
Queenston.  According to 
Anne Yagi, writing in 
Niagara Birds (J. Black & K. 
Roy), the first breeding 
stock of 6 males and 26 
female wild turkeys 
captured in New York State 
and Vermont had been 
released in Shorthills 
Provincial Park in early 
1986, with their young later 
relocated throughout the 
Niagara Peninsula. 

Over the years, their 
presence in our garden 
became more common. We 
noted their fondness for fresh 
fruit and veggies, and of course spilled birdseed.  

This past winter I started putting out corn especially for 
the turkeys.  Big Tom would wait at the back door, 
peering inside as I put on my boots and scooped out 
some corn.  We would walk together about 30 feet to the 
feeding area, both talking all the while, and it was very 
companionable.  Tom and the hens were clearly happy to 

Turkeys in the Garden, A Cautionary Tale 

Hiking the Niagara Glen 
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Bloodroot standing tall in front of the Niagara River. 
Photo by Win Laar. 

Looking at you looking at me. Photo by Win Laar. 

Tom turkey. Photo by Win Laar. 



About Us 

The Niagara Falls Nature Club is an affiliate club of Ontario 
Nature. Non-members are invited to try out club programs 
to learn about meetings, walks or outings. Should you wish 
to continue your involvement, please become a member.  

Regular meetings with guest speakers are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month from September - June 
with the exception of April (dinner meeting) and June 
(potluck     picnic). Doors open at 6:40 pm for refreshments 
and social time, meetings begin at 7:00 pm and are held at 
the Niagara Falls Public Library, 4848 Victoria Ave. 

Memberships are due January 1st and cover a calendar 
year, January 1st - December 31st. The cost is $15 for 
students, $25 for a single membership or $35 for a family 
and can be       purchased at our monthly meetings or by 
mail. Membership forms are available at meetings or on our 
web site. 

PO Box 901 
Niagara Falls, ON 
L2E 6V8 

Niagara Falls Nature Club  

with Tom I walked back and called to Steve.  He told 
me, “Tom is right here,” and sure enough, Tom was just 
20 feet the other side of him.  Steve raised his gun and 
asked, “May I shoot him?”  And I replied, “No, I have 
changed my mind.” 

So Tom lives, still a magnificent bird, displaying to his 
hens, and no longer chasing me.  Perhaps somehow he 
knows that I spared his life; perhaps he remembers his 
sore neck from Kal’s whacks.  When working outside I 
carry an air horn in my pocket just in case. 

And I no longer put out corn for the turkeys.   

~Win Laar 

www.niagarafallsnatureclub.org 
 

Email: niagarafallsnatureclub@gmail.com 

feed them.  It is not.  My misguided generosity had 
created a dangerous situation for myself, for my 
neighbours and for Tom, who was merely asserting his 
sole breeding rights over his harem.   

However. Three strikes and you’re out.  The Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry informed me that if I felt 
my safety was in danger, I had the right to kill the 
turkey. I arranged for a hunter to take Tom out.  Steve 
came early one morning and set up his decoys at the 
back, then settled in with his rifle to wait, making turkey 
noises to lure Tom in.  The hens came by, but Tom did 
not. 

Steve came another day, later in the afternoon.  After 
two hours of waiting and remembering the good times 

Turkeys cont’d 

Nature Niagara News, newsletter of the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club is published four times per year (February, May, August 
and November).  Submissions for the next issue are due by 
the end of the month prior to publication.  
 
Club members are encouraged to send in  articles, photos, 
stories, observations and outing reviews to 
nfncnewsletter@gmail.com. Material accepted may be 
edited and will be used subject to space allowances. 
 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Niagara 
Falls Nature Club or the Editor. 
 
Thank you to all the members who make time to contribute 
to make a great newsletter! 

2018-2019 Executive 
 

Honorary President ~ Kay McKeever 
 

President ~ Kerry Kennedy 
 

Past President and Secretary ~ Win Laar 
 

Vice President ~ Kiera Newman 
 

Treasurer ~ Gisele Mills 
 

Conservation Director ~ Joyce Sankey 
 

Directors ~ Paula Clark ~ Tara Darling 
 

~ Michael Deeley ~ Doug Gillard 
 

~ Carol Horvat  ~ Rick Young 
 

Newsletter Editor ~ Lorraine Brown-Joyce 
 

Webmaster ~ Kerry Kennedy 
 

Archivist ~ Denise Davies 

In Closing... 

R EMINDER for those of you attending our Queenston 
Heights Potluck Picnic on June 13th at 6 pm. Please 

bring your own plates, cups, napkins and utensils and a 
favourite dish to share. If you would like a cold 
beverage, bring it along also. Hot coffee and tea will be 
provided. 

We hope to see you there! 

P lease join me in thanking Rick Young for his 4+ years 
as the Editor of this wonderful newsletter, which we 

have all enjoyed. He has now passed the torch on to me. 
This is all new to me but I hope everyone enjoys what I 
have put together for you, gain valuable information and 
hopefully even a chuckle from it. Thanks to all the great 
members who have helped me transition into this new 
role. I look forward to the many issues of NNN to come. 

Lorraine Brown-Joyce, Editor 


